
from the ucan president

Hello, Clintonville! We are so fortunate to have 
many exciting things going on in the UCAN area. 
The Lower Olentangy Urban Arboretum had a 
great ribbon-cutting event; our favorite ravine, 
Glen Echo, got a nice cleaning; the new Portal 
Park is finally open; and we have the opportunity 
to receive new gateway signs to distinguish our 
neighborhood. See the signs up for vote at  
ucanclintonville.org.

Neighbors, we Need your help. Did you know 
that the UCAN newsletter is operating in 
the red? Our advertising is not enough and 
generous UCAN board members make up the 
difference. We need your membership dollars! 
It’s only $10 per household and a membership 
form can be found on page 3. Please consider 
becoming a UCAN member if you enjoy our 
quarterly publication. (Can’t afford member-
ship? We’re also looking for volunteers!)

If you have any suggestions, comments, or 
questions, email corinnelw5678@gmail.com. 
Thanks! —Corinne 

 

Have your say on signs!
To celebrate the Columbus Bicentennial, UCAN 
has the opportunity to receive two new gateway 
signs to welcome residents and visitors to our 
neighborhood. After putting out the call for de-
signs and location suggestions, the UCAN board 
is now seeking your vote on the proposed signs. 
The voting deadline is May 30 at 11:59 p.m. 
Please take a few minutes to vote! See proposed 
signs and instructions at ucanclintonville.org.
The UCAN president will present the selected 
sign to the Clintonville Area Commission in June. 

Attendees at UCAN’s last general meeting voted 
for two locations: Calumet Street at the north 
and south boundaries of UCAN. The back-up, 
should one of these fall through, is Indianola at 
Weber. The UCAN president will submit these 
recommendations to the city for approval.

UCAN Dance 2  
(Electric Boogaloo)
The last “UCAN Dance at the Crest” night was a 
blast! Everyone who came out had a great time 
and requested that this event happen again. So, 
the next night to get down and boogie with your 
neighbors will be Wednesday, June 20, 7 p.m., at 
the Crest Tavern. Bring your friends for a night 
of drinks and dancing! UCAN membership is 
encouraged but not required. 

UCAN Earth Day projects 
benefit Glen Echo Ravine
Thanks to neighborhood volunteers, the UCAN 
“Root Down” Earth Day was a success! Between 
the two days (April 14 and 21), we had two 
dozen people dig in and help out in Glen Echo 
Ravine. Although the clean-up event was rainy, 
we managed to remove five-cubic yards of garlic 
mustard and other invasives, and MANY loads 
of construction debris, trash, and recyclables. 
The weather was a bit better for the planting 
event, and volunteers rooted down 50 spice 
bushes and 50 flowering dogwoods. The results 
are amazing. We’re well on our way to restoring 
this ecological gem. 

Have you taken a walk through our ravine? 
There are several entry points to Glen Echo 
Ravine; here are two close to UCAN: 

 1. Walk south from the intersection of Esmond 
and Olentangy Streets until you come to the 
ravine, then take the steep footpath down.

 2. Take the wide steps, located at the northeast 
corner of the bridge where Indianola passes 
over the ravine. At the bottom, turn left to 
head to Glen Echo Park or right to take the 
footpath you’ll see to your right after walking 
under the bridge. 

 (This is the same bridge that is soon to get 
a bird mural, thanks to the efforts of many 
community organizations. For more about 
the mural: ohiobirdmural.wordpress.com.)

city news

City to provide curbside 
recycling for first time 
We’ve been asking for and we’ve been waiting 
for it. Curbside recycling is almost here! In fact, 
you may have heard from your friends across 
town that they’re already doing it. More info is 
to come, but here are some points to know:

 • The city is rolling out the program city-wide 
in a phased approach according to the day 
that yard waste is collected. UCAN’s first col-
lection day is Thursday, December 6, 2012. 

 • There are no additional costs for this service! 
The program is being funded by the city’s 
General Fund as a basic city service.

 • The new blue recycling carts will be delivered 
in front of each eligible household starting 
October 25, 2012. The cart holds 64 gallons 
of unsorted recyclables and will be collected 
every other week. (On alternate weeks, yard 
waste will be collected in the same manner 
that it already is.) 

• The carts are very similar to our current trash 
cans. They have lids to keep out the rain and 
to keep recyclables from becoming litter. The 

Save the date
May 27: Pruning, planting at Portal Park, 9–11 a.m.

June 9: Stop and Smell the Roses, Whetstone 
Park of Roses, 10 a.m.–8 p.m.

June 20: UCAN Dance at the Crest, 7 p.m.

July 14: Glen Echo Park is 100! Join the family-
friendly birthday celebration

August 7: National Night Out event

UCAN yard sale?
For many years, UCAN held a neighborhood yard 
sale. Would you like to see it revived? Post your 
opinion at facebook.com/ucanclintonville.
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pavers, steps going down to Tim Horton’s, new 
planting beds) complete, additional plants (e.g., 
understory trees, native shrubs, perennials) will 
be added. 

Sue invites neighbors to assist with park main-
tenance throughout the year. The next work-day 
is Sunday, May 29, from 9–11. Get on her list by 
emailing wightman.10@osu.edu. See you there! 

11 great native perennials 
for small gardens 
1. American ginger, Asarum canadense,  

groundcover (shade to part shade)

2. Christmas fern, Polystichum acrostichoides,  
evergreen (shade to part shade, damp soil)

3. Virginia bluebells, Mertensia virginica,  
easiest to find in spring (shade)

4. Smooth penstemon, Penstemon digitalis,  
showy flowers (sun to light shade) 

5. Prairie dropseed, Sporobolus heterolepis,  
grass (sun)

6–8. Asters: Smooth (Aster laevis), Sky Blue (As-
ter azureus), New England (Symphyotrichum 
novae-angliae), fall color, butterflies (sun)

9. Cardinal flower, Lobelia cardinalis, hum-
mingbirds (sun to part shade, damp soil)

10. Trout lily, Erythronium americanum,  
under trees (shade)

11. Purple coneflower, Echinacea purpurea, 
drought resistant (sun to part shade)

Thanks to Tom Kessel, UCAN resident and  
natives enthusiast, for providing some of  
his favorites.

UCAN may get city’s first 
street mural
A group of neighbors are working with the city 
and the Columbus Arts Council to bring the 
first street mural in Columbus to the intersec-
tion of Calumet Street and Crestview Road. 
The idea came from Crestview resident Jamie 
Fellrath, who saw examples of similar projects in 

Professor Kovarik shows off one of LOUA’s new 
tree walk maps. Maps are available at the kiosk on 
Weber Road across from Indianola Informal School.

Portal Park got a facelift thanks to the work of UCAN 
resident and Master Gardener Sue Wightman, along 
with Columbus Recreation and Parks. 

carts also have wheels to make it easy to move 
to the collection point. 

 •  The collection point will be at the same loca-
tion where your green trash can goes for pick 
up. So, if your trash is placed in the alley, that 
is where your recyclables will go for pick up. 
If it is collected in front of your house on the 
street, you’ll place your blue cart there, too. 

 •  Please note that many residents store their 
green trash cans in the alley, and this is 
technically a violation of the Columbus City 
Code. Keeping your carts in the alley will 
likely cause trouble with vehicle maneuver-
ability once the new blue carts are delivered. 
The city recommends that we bring our cans 
in and secure them properly. According to the 
city’s Department of Public Service, cans are 
to be placed at the designated collection point 
no earlier than 6 p.m. the evening before col-
lection and are to be brought in no more than 
24 hours after collection.

 •  A condition of eligibility that affects some 
of us is that you must live in a single-family 
home or a building of four attached units 
that are not part of a complex. 

 • If you’re uncertain of your eligibility, or have 
other questions, call the city’s 311 Call Center 
at (614) 645-3111.

looking good, ucan

UCAN ♥ trees
In late March, you may have noticed some new 
trees planted in the curb lawns. These medium-
class trees were planted by the City of Columbus 
and the City Forester. The tree types planted: 
Ohio buckeye and sassafras. The Lower Olen-
tangy Urban Arboretum (LOUA) group has 
made tremendous progress in bringing more 
native trees to UCAN, planting 170 trees last fall 
with plans for more. Because of the research and 
tree cataloging being done within the arbore-
tum, the city has found this an easy area to work 
with to repopulate the curb lawns.

LOUA partners open  
tree walks and info kiosk
Excerpted from blogpost, May 12, 2012 
The [Lower Olentangy Urban] Arboretum kiosk 
ribbon-cutting ceremony was an unqualified 
success! I will admit that I had my usual pre-
party jitters, the ones that makes you think no 
one is going to show up to your gathering. But 
that wasn’t the case today. There must have been  
over 40 people in the parking lot, all waiting to 
hear about the Arboretum.

Mike McLaughlin (UCAN), Pete Kovarik 
(UCAN), Dan Struve (OSU), Martha Buckalew 

(Friends of the Ravines), Cindy Gunn (Indi-
anola Informal k-8), Laura Fay (FLOW), and 
Chris O’Leary (Glen Echo’s civic association) 
all spoke, each representing a LOUA partner. 
Chad Hoff and Alan McKnight of Columbus 
Recreation and Parks cut the ribbon.

Many people signed up for an annual mem-
bership with LOUA. They all proudly walked 
away with a new t-shirt bearing our logo. Then 
Pete took a group of us on the Indianola Walk. 
At each tree he talked about the tree’s benefit 
to wildlife and other interesting facts. If you 
want to take either of the walks, the Indianola 
(shorter) or the Glen Echo (longer), there are 
maps in the kiosk along with membership 
forms. We have several levels for donating; 
every little bit helps out! You can also donate at 
UrbanArboretum.org.

The best part of the day was when—as we 
finished the walk and were heading back into 
the parking lot—we saw someone walking away 
from the kiosk, map in hand. It was an amazing 
feeling. We have accomplished so much and had 
so many helping hands along the way. 

 —Kim Kovarik, UrbanArboretum.org

Portal Park reopens 
The fences have come down from around Portal 
Park (aka Clintonville Park), the “pocket park” 
at the corner of Arcadia and N. High. The park’s 
renovation—by Builderscape—is a result of 
the hard work of the park’s adoptive mother 
and UCAN resident Sue Wightman along with 
Mollie O’Donnell from Columbus Recreation 
and Parks. Together they secured $100,000 for a 
renovation of Clintonville’s welcome mat!

The mature trees remain, as does the landscap-
ing in the main bed. The main walkway was 
narrowed and the lawn area enlarged. Benches, 
lampposts, trash containers, and water access on 
site have been added. With the hardscape (e.g., 



the communities of Portland and Minneapolis. 
The mural is meant to promote community 
building and “placemaking” through creating 
neighborhood art. If the city allows it, the steer-
ing committee plans to release a request for de-
sign proposals this summer. There will be a cash 
award for the winning design. If the community 
approves, the group plans to have a community 
painting day in the fall. 

crestview area history 

Did you know? 
Have you ever wanted to know more about past 
residents of your house? One good source is 
U.S. Census records, which show the names of 
household members, their ages, occupations, 
countries of origin…lots of interesting stuff! 
The records for each decennial census are kept 
private for 72 years; this past April, the National 
Archives made scanned images of the 1940 
census pages available for the first time. Check 
it out at 1940census.archives.gov. The pages are 
not indexed yet; for help with your search, go to 
stevemorse.org/census/unified.html. 

Crime prevention  
starts here 
Earlier this year, a UCAN neighbor witnessed 
two individuals trying car doors in the wee 
hours. When she shared this information with 
her neighbors, she learned that two neighbors 
had seen similar individuals engaged in similar 

UCAN needs you!
Can you help deliver newsletters? Can you pitch in for a membership to help pay for printing the  
newsletter? If so, just email UCAN or mail in this form. Membership is $10 (check made payable to UCAN);  
mail to UCAN, P.O.Box 82474, Columbus, OH 43202
Memberships are for one year, Jan–Dec, but you can join any time. 

Name      

Address

Phone (optional)

Email (optional) 

p I’d like to volunteer! 

UCAN Newsletter
Spring 2012

UCAN was established in 1998 to improve, protect, and connect the neighbor-
hood. The group’s projects—including this quarterly newsletter—are made pos-
sible by volunteers. We’d love to hear what you’d like to see in this newsletter. 
Send feedback, ideas, and questions to ucanclintonville@googlegroups.com. 

UCAN board: 
Corinne Wiseman, president; Jason V. Advani, vice president;
Jo Anne St. Clair, treasurer; Rob Wood, secretary;
Peter Kovarik, member-at-large; Beth Fairman Kinney, past president;
Mike McLaughlin, public relations liaison; Kristina Emick, newsletter editor 

UCAN newsletter contributors: 
Jason V. Advani, Kristina Emick, Keith Manecke, Corinne Wiseman, Rob Wood

Stay connected: 

Website/blog: ucanclintonville.org
Facebook: facebook.com/ucanclintonville
Email: ucanclintonville@googlegroups.com

The UCAN Newsletter is printed on FSC-certified paper by  
Reinhart Printing Co.,17 East Tulane Road.

activity on other days. Armed with this knowl-
edge, the neighbor was able to give the police 
a confirmed description of the individuals and 
their activities. The moral of the story (aside 
from never leave valuables in your car, not even 
“just this once” or “just for a few hours”) is to 
share information with your neighbors, and let 
the police know if you see anything suspicious. 
Their non-emergency number is (614) 645-4545. 
This is a good number to save on your phone—
and as the police tell us: don’t be afraid to use it!

High-five, UCAN! 
On April Fool’s Day this year (a lovely Sunday 
in the ’ville), you may have seen the odd sight 

of people jogging through the neighborhood 
high-fiving all whom they passed. What was 
going on? You were witnessing a “High Five 
Running” (HFR) 5K. Several years ago, UCAN 
resident Pete Dully traded smoking two packs 
a day for running four times a week. To make 
things friendlier as he ran, he started calling out 
“Hey, high-five!” and found that most people 
he passed would slap his hand. Enthused, he 
started high-fiving as many folks as he could 
during his runs (his career high: 54 of 58 at-
tempts). Pete’s unique brand of friendliness 
soon gained fans and followers. He has hosted 
several 5Ks, getting sponsorship this year from 
Sage and Ecoflora. See Facebook (“High Five 
Running”) to follow HFR adventures. 



A-Z Window Restoration 
 

Alissa Ziemer, Owner/Proprietor 

(614) 519-4243 or AlissaZiemer@hotmail.com 
 

Specializing in historic window restoration,  
repair, and maintenance. 

 

Services include: 
Re-glazing 

Wood refinishing 
Restringing sash cord 
Repairing rotted wood 
Replacing cracked glass 

Leaded/stained glass work 

Replacing missing  
counter weights 

Weatherization for  
energy efficiency 

Custom storm window 
manufacturing

 

All work is completed in compliance with the Secretary of the 
Interior’s standards for restoration and any historic district 

designations that may apply. 
 

Locally owned and operated 
Member of Preservation Trades Network 
Reduce ~ Reuse ~ Recycle ~ Restore 

COMING SOON…

290 E. Kelso Road
3 bedroom, 2 bath,  

formal living and dining rooms,  
family room, 

two-car garage, fenced yard,  
updated kitchen and baths. 

$214,900

Find out more at www.290Kelso.com

Marketed Exclusively by Mike McLaughlin,  
The Educated Choice™

267-4847, Mike@TheEducatedChoice.biz


