
greetings from the ucan president

Hi, Clintonville! My name is Corinne Wiseman 
and I have lived on Olentangy Street for about 
two years. In the past year I have become in-
creasingly more involved in this community by 
participating in activities like removing inva-
sive species in Glen Echo ravine, taking care of 
Portal Park, and planting trees. Through these 
projects I have made good friends while doing a 
little part to better our community.  My goal is 
to grow UCAN in the community by motivat-
ing residents to be further involved. I hope this 
quarterly newsletter is of interest to you and 
your family.  Thanks!  —Corinne 

  

Mobile Columbus
You may already be aware of the city’s online 
311 Service Center (311.columbus.gov), where 
residents can submit and check on the status of 
a wide range of service requests (e.g., potholes, 
graffiti, dangerous intersections, bulk pick-up, 
etc.). This service—plus access to many other 
city and community resources—is now avail-
able as a free app for iPhone and Android. 

The app is getting rave reviews from citizens. To 
check it out for yourself, search for “Columbus” 
in the App Store or Android Market, or surf to 
311.columbus.gov for more information. 

New Clintonville school 
guide available 
The Clintonville Education Committee has put 
together a new school guide for Clintonville 
families called “Opening Doors to a Great Edu-
cation.” The guide provides useful information 
on private and public schools for grades Pre-K 
through 12 traditionally attended by Clinton-
ville-area students.

Download the guide from the Clinton-Como 
Neighborhood website: www.clinton-como.org.

“Crestview area” one of 
city’s Art Walks
Columbus Art Walks are self-guided walking 
maps and audio tours of the art, architecture, 
and history of several districts in Columbus. 
Download the maps at experienceclintonville.
com. One of the stops, 253 Crestview, is  
pictured on the reverse side.

Arboretum walks planned
The Lower Olentangy Urban Arboretum 
(LOUA) anounced that a ribbon-cutting 
is being planned for mid-May to officially 
kick off the two arboretum walks within our 
neighborhood. The walks feature both old and 
new deciduous trees. The two walks have been 
identified, property owners of trees on the walk 
have been notified and given the opportunity to 
opt-out, markers for the trees on the walks are 
being made, and Columbus’s Department of 
Recs and Parks is working with the Department 
of Public Services to determine whether direc-
tional signs can be installed to help arboretum 
visitors navigate the walk. 

These signs will be in addition to the walking 
maps that will be available at the Arboretum 
Information Kiosk, which will be located at the 

Indianola Informal K-8 School north parking 
lot off Weber Road. 

Visit LowerOlentangyUrbanArboretum.org 
and click “Maps” to see the walks. And while on 
the website, sign up to receive LOUA news in 
your e-mail in-box; click “How to help” to make 
a tax-deductible contribution to support the 
group’s efforts; and/or click the “Like” icon to 
follow LOUA on Facebook. 

UCAN Dance at the Crest
Do you want to make new friends and meet 
neighbors? Learn some new dance moves? Are 
you ready for a night out? Join the new UCAN 
president Corinne Wiseman (who also happens 
to be a dance instructor) for an evening of 
drinks, dancing, and fun at the Crest Tavern on 
March 22 at 7 p.m. For more information, email 
corinnelw5678@gmail.com. See you there! 

home sweet (drafty) home

Home tips for spring
Soon the weather will turn warmer (and stay 
warmer). You can relax and enjoy it for just a 
moment, but spring is a good time to check 
your home for winter damage. Extreme (and 
fluctuating) temperatures and adverse weather 
conditions can wreak havoc on a home. To keep 
your older home safe and beautiful, check the 
following:

Roof. The roof should be inspected for any 
loose, cracked, or missing shingles (or tiles). 
Winds can loosen shingles and this can result in 

Volunteers planted 170 trees over three Saturdays 
within the arboretum last fall. More are planned 
for spring. Trees were paid for with a grant from the 
Columbus Foundation awarded to UCAN and FLOW. 

Save the date
March 22: UCAN Dance at the Crest (see below)

April 14 and 15: Glen Echo Ravine Clean-Up

April 21: Earth Day Celebration

May 12: Arboretum tree walks ribbon-cutting 
ceremony (see below)  



leaks inside your home. Pay special attention to 
the areas around chimneys, skylights, and other 
roof penetrations.

Gutters. Clear the gutters of leaves and seed-
lings, and check them for corrosion and any 
joint or fastener problems. This is especially 
important for those older types constructed of 
galvanized steel. Don’t forget to flush out the 
downspouts and check that they drain at least 
five feet away from the foundation.

Foundation. Look closely at any cracks in the 
foundation walls. Don’t panic if you find a 
few—you will. If you notice changes and they 
are getting worse, it’s worth the investment to 
call a structural engineer to make an assessment. 
If the cracks aren’t moving, they can be patched 
to prevent further damage. Also clear all leaves 
and other debris away from the house because 
they trap moisture against the house and attract 
nest-seeking rodents.

Wooden decks. Inspect the structure of your 
deck, especially where it attaches to the house. 
Water stains could indicate a moisture prob-
lem which leads to wood decay, insects, and a 
weakening of the structure. Eliminate mold or 
mildew stains with a special cleaner designed for 
the purpose (organics cleaners are available).

Air conditioners. Before you clear away any 
leaves or debris left over from winter, be sure to 
disconnect the electric power to the outdoor air 
conditioning condenser. Clean the fins using a 
vent brush, power blower, garden hose, or even 
your vacuum cleaner with a brush attachment. 
Be careful not to bend the fins and carefully 
straighten any bends you find. Be careful as they 
are sharp. This will improve your a/c’s efficiency 
and longevity. If your a/c seems to attract dust, 
dirt, and pollen, consider covering it until it’s 
needed in a few months.

Windows. Inspecting windows and storms for 
gaps and cracks is another important item that’s 
easy to feel in the pocket. Expensive energy is 
lost through exterior gaps and can make your 

home feel drafty in winter and warmer in sum-
mer. Water can also penetrate cracks and loose 
siding and trim. Check wooden window joints 
and wood window sills for splits and decay.

If you’re unsure about something, don’t be 
afraid to ask a neighbor for help. Or, for a 
professional opinion, check with the American 
Society of Home Inspectors.

crestview area history 

Did you know? 
There are many homes built from kits—like 
those sold by Sears and Montgomery Ward—in 
the UCAN area. Some ways to figure out if your 
house was built from a kit? Next time you’re 
remodeling, look for company markings on the 
back of original door hinges or wood framing, 
or on the foundation beam.

Share your Clintonville 
memories with WOSU
Clintonville Historical Society’s volunteer 
librarian Mary Rodgers would like Clintonville 

Not a member of UCAN?
That’s something that can easily be changed! Just complete this form and mail with a  
$10 check (made payable to UCAN) to UCAN, P.O.Box 82474, Columbus, OH 43202
Memberships are for one year, Jan–Dec, but you can join any time. 

Name

Address

Phone (optional)

Email (optional)

p I’d like to volunteer! 
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UCAN was established in 1998 to improve,  
protect, and connect the neighborhood. The 
group’s projects—including this quarterly 
newsletter—are done by volunteers. 

Send feedback, ideas, and questions to  
ucanclintonville@googlegroups.com. 

UCAN board: 
Corinne Wiseman, president
Jason V. Advani, vice president
Jo Anne St. Clair, treasurer
Rob Wood, secretary
Peter Kovarik, member-at-large
Beth Fairman Kinney, past president 

UCAN newsletter contributors: 
Jason Advani, Kristina Emick (editor),  
Mike McLaughlin, Corinne Wiseman

Stay connected: 

Website/blog: ucanclintonville.org
FB: facebook.com/UCANClintonville
Email: ucanclintonville@googlegroups.com

The UCAN Newsletter is printed on  
FSC-certified paper by Reinhart Printing Co.,  
17 East Tulane Road.

“This is a wonderful picture of the house that still 
stands at 253 Crestview. Despite what has been 
scribbled on the photo, the picture was probably taken 
around 1908 when the house is estimated to have been 
built.“ —Shirley Hyatt, clintonvillehistory.com. 

Your ad here! 
Reach 1,300 households 
through this newsletter. 
E-mail ucanclintonville@

googlegroups.com for  
sizes and prices.

to be featured in WOSU’s documentary project, 
Columbus Neighborhoods. Before that can  
happen, it’s up to residents (old and new) to 
build up the Clintonville photo database. 

If you have C’ville memories, it’s easy to submit 
them digitally at columbusneighborhoods.org.  
If you need help scanning, contact Mary at: 
mrodger5@columbus.rr.com or 657-6854, or 
stop by her High Street shop, Moxie’s. 


