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Redesigning Crestview Middle School 
Mike McLaughlin 
Co-chair, UCAN Education Committee 

A school is more than a building. Its heart lies in 
the work of its students and teachers, and in the 
connection they build with the community. 

Neighbors, education groups, and the school 
board are aware that there is a Jack of connection 
between Crestview Middle School and the families 
in its immediate neighborhood. 

Your UCAN Board has proposed that following 
Crestview's scheduled renovation, the build
ing be reopened as a K-8 alternative school 
with priority enrollment for kids in this area 
and several contiguous assignment areas. In
structional options might include some new and 
promising curricula described by the school 
board's Innovative Schools Task Force. 

Before presenting a formal proposal to the school 
board, we would like to build a consensus among 
local residents, around the goals of high-quality 
instruction at Crestview and accessibility to the 
school for children of the UeAN area as well as 
surrounding neighborhoods. 

The May 25th UCAN meeting will be a chance to 
discuss the proposal, ask questions, and contrib
ute comments. Please join us that evening at 
7:30, at the Crestview Middle School. Your input is 
vital to making Crestview School an integral and 
valuable part of our community. 

Next UCAN Meeting 

Wednesday, May 25th, 7:30pm 
Crestview Middle School 

251 East Weber Road 
- in the school library -

Please use the Weber Road entrance 

Re-Development News 
Paul Murchie 
Chair, Re-Development Committee 

Thank you to all who participated in the UCAN 
redevelopment survey. The complete results will 
be published in the next newsletter and dis
cussed at the June meeting. Please make a 
note on your calendar to attend on Tuesday, 
June 28th, 7:30pm, at the Crestview Presbyte
rian Church, 350 Tulane Road. 

In the meantime, an overwhelming majority of 
survey respondents supported the idea of devel
oping prominent images that express a 
neighborhood identity. With that in mind, we are 
announcing a contest to design a logo or symbol 
that represents the UCAN area and its residents. 
The winning entry will be highlighted on T-shirts, 
mugs, hats, etc., with possible expansion to 
street signs and other features in the area. 
Please check the June newsletter for details 
about rules, deadlines, and prizes. 

Candidate's Night - Retrospective 

Our last Candidate's Night was a huge suc
cess. We had all those running for City Coun
cil and School Board in attendance. There 
was time to ask the panel of candidates ques
tions and time to mingle. Many thanks to De
nise's Homemade Ice Cream for supplying ice 
cream cups, coffee and more. 



Report to the Neighborhood 
Mike McLaughlin 
UCAN President 

Many thanks to the residents of District #1 for electing me last Saturday to the Clintonville Area Commis
sion (CAC). I am excited about this chance to help Clintonville remain the best possible place to live, 
work, and raise families. I am also excited about Saturday's voter turn-out-- 171 people in four hours -
a sign of a healthy community. 

Thanks as well to District #1 candidates David Vottero and Kevin T. Donahue for helping to inspire this 
turnout and for raising vital neighborhood issues. I've enjoyed working with these talented men in com
mittee projects, and I hope for many chances to collaborate further. 

I am especially grateful to Jack Cooley, the retiring chair and District #1 member of the CAC. Jack is an 
insightful community leader, and has taught me an awful lot about local issues and solutions. I hope that 
he will stay involved with UCAN and with CAC, as his responsibilities with the City of Columbus continue 
to increase. 

Using Jack's example, I intend to keep South Clintonville well informed about CAC, UCAN, and the many 
opportunities available to participate in those fantastic organizations. As people work longer hours just to 
stay ahead financially, they often run out of time and energy for community involvement. So I will strive to 
make that involvement as easy as possible. 

A lot of neighbors have told me their hopes for Clintonville's future. Repeatedly, they voice their apprecia
tion of the area's natural beauty -- its hills, ravines, and old-growth trees. In both UCAN and CAC, I will 
work to protect Clintonville's ecology, and to increase the amount of local green space. 

Many residents are also concerned about crime. The partnership between UCAN and the Columbus po
lice, including the great liaison work of Officer Chris Riley, will provide a solid basis for addressing the 
issue. I want to encourage resident involvement in crime awareness and prevention, and more broadly, 
the neighborhood cohesion that helps to control bad behavior. 

The long-run solution to crime includes adequate education for Columbus youth. I look forward to work
ing with all our neighbors on planning the future of Crestview School and on other activities concerning 
public education. 

On these issues and many more, we must make choices in Clintonville that take account of the broader 
community-- city, county, and state. Traffic and parking congestion originate partly outside the neighbor
hood, and we must work with planners to find regional solutions. Conversely, the preservation of Clinton
ville's historic buildings will benefit the whole city. Only through the sustainable use of old buildings in 
neighborhoods like ours, will we learn to control suburban sprawl. 

The problems of Columbus at large inevitably affect Clintonville. And the decisions we make here can 
help solve those problems or make them worse. With that in mind, I will approach all my work on the 
Area Commission with a concern for how we can best nurture community strength in Clintonville AND in 
the city of which we are an integral part. 

Become a member of the U.C.A.N. today. Membership is $10 I household I year. Membership fees help sustain 
our activities. And of course, your participation is always welcomed! Mail to P.O. Box 82474, Columbus, 43202. 
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