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NEWSLETTER 

Traffic Calming: What it ISN'T. What it IS. 
and How You Can Help 

Judging from some telephone calls I've gotten, it seems that there 
is some misunderstanding out there about our traffic calming plan. 
As the plan is about to become a reality, with your assistance, this 
would be a good time to set the record straight and answer a few 
important questions. 

First and foremost, this isn't a bunch of speed bumps! Speed bumps 
don't work as traffic calming measures. I hate them. Everybody 
hates them. We wouldn't have put in this much work or to propose 
the City of Columbus' support for a bunch of speed bumps. 

What we are trying to do is establish a neighborhood-wide traffic 
calming plan. In every survey UCAN has taken since its inception, 
the issues of pedestrian safety, vehicle speed, and cut-through traffic 
have finished near the top of residents' concerns. Speeders are a 
consistent complaint. We've all seen crashes on Calumet and 
several vehicles belonging to people living on side streets have been 
victims of "hit and run" incidents. A few side-view mirrors have 
been lost on my street (Tulane) alone. 

Over the past few years we've tried various means to slow down 
drivers. You've probably seen the "Keep kids alive-Drive 25" signs 
residents have put out in the neighborhood. Better Police 
enforcement of the speed limits has been suggested, but it isn't a 
realistic option given that police resources are stretched pretty thin 
right now and for the foreseeable future. Some people have even 
circulated traffic calming petitions for their own streets. However, 
traffic engineers and city officials now realize that putting traffic 
calming measures on a single street merely moves the problem to 
an adjacent street. Haven't we all gone down Kelso at one time or 
another to avoid the speed bumps on Olentangy? Thus, the solution 
has to cover the whole neighborhood. 

About 18 months ago ago, the UCAN Board and members sat down 
with a group of residents who are interested in the issue and some 
City of Columbus representatives, and came up with the plan we 
submitted to the City. Last Fall we were assigned funding from the 
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JANUARY MEETING FEATURE 

The first meeting of2003 will be devoted to the final big job 
before Traffic Calming can become a reality in South 
Clintonville. The City has approved ow· plan and allotted 
the funds, but before construction can begin, they require a 
petition signed by 60% of the residents living in the area. 
That's almost twice as many signatures as were collected 
to save Crestview Middle School, and we all know how 
much effort went into that. So please, anyone and every
one interested in this exceptional project, come and find 
out how you can help. If you cannot attend that evening, 
call Richard Skora at 263-5854 or email him at 
ucan@wideopenwest.com 

The meeting is on the third Tuesday of the month, January 21, at 
7:30PM, at Crestview Presbyterian Church, 350 E. Tulane Rd. 
Please use Esmond St. entrance. Food/beverages to share will be 
highly appreciated. 

capital improvements budget. The City is reviewing our plan and 
may amend or fine-tune it. Below is a detailed description of 
what we have requested, and the answers to those questions I 
mentioned earlier. 

Placement: We've asked for measures at the following inter
sections: 

•:• Tibet Rd. at Findley, Calumet, Druid, and Summit. 
•:• Tulane Rd. at East, Calumet, Esmond, and Summit. 
•:• Crestview Rd. at Findley, Calumet, and Druid. 
•:• Kelso Rd. at East, Calumet, and Esmond. 
•:• Olentangy St. at Calumet. 

Please note that we're going to try to change the last location to 

Olentangy St. and Medaf}~ 
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(I'raffic cont.) 

If you're not using speed bumps, what sort of traffic calming 
measures will be used? 
After consultation with residents and City engineers, we decided 
to utilize a raised or "tabled" intersection. There are raised 
intersections on Acton Rd., and we would encourage residents 
to check them out. Basically, they resemble a rectangular, inverted 
dinner plate. The center section is raised roughly six inches and 
there are gradual inclines on all four sides. The center of the 
raised intersection is colored and textured to resemble brick, 
just like our original streets. They're really quite attractive. The 
good thing about a raised intersection is that you can drive over 
one at 25 MPH without spilling your coffee. If you go over one 
at 35 MPH, it won't damage your vehicle or cause you to lose 
control, but you probably won't want to do it a second time. 

What do we hope to accomplish? 
We're simply trying to make it much more likely that people will 
drive within the speed limit. Slower vehicles mean fewer crashes, 
due to the greater "reaction time" cushion, and also less severe 
crashes- it's just a matter of physics. We're also trying to 
discourage cut-through traffic and encourage drivers to stick to 
the main arterial roads. Basically, we're trying to make the 
neighborhood a safer place for drivers. pedestrians, bicyclists. 
kids, joggers, pets ... 

What's all this going to cost me? 
Tn one word, nothing. There will he no assessments or tax 
increases to fund this project. The money is coming from the 
capital improvements budget which is funded by bond sales that 
we, the voters and taxpayers, approved a few years ago. 

What's the next step? 
We're going to be circulating petitions for residents to sign. Please 
note that renters have as much say in this as property owners. 
It's a chance for renters to have a permanent, positive impact 
on the neighborhood. Pending the success of the petition (we 
need 60% of residents' approval- something like 1800 
signatures) construction is currently slated to start in May of 
2003. 

How c:a11 I help? 
We're going to need quite a few people to help circulate the 
petitions. At the January 21 UCAN meeting, we're gomg to start 
coordinating the petition drive, establish "territories" for 
vohmteers and so forth. If anyone wants to help, come to the 
meeting . If you can't attend , send me an e-mail at 
ucan@wideopenwest.com. or call 263-5854. Talk to your 
neighbors about the issue. Drive down Acton Rd. and check out 
what we're trying to do. If we're going to make this work and 
make the best neighborhood in the city a safer place, we're all 
going to have to pitch in a little. The City of Columbus has made 
a commitment to the neighborhood, now it's up to us. 

Thanks for your time. Let's make this happen! 
Richard Skora, UCAN President 

To Our Members 

I want to say thank you for the memberships UCAN has re
ceived over the past few months. We truly appreciate the many 
who have been loyal supporters of this organization. And to 
those of you who are new members, we are so glad to have 
your help with the high cost of p1inting the newsletter. The 
Board is so grateful that you feel the newsletter is important in 
helping to keep the neighborhood informed about what is going 
on around us. We continue to accept memberships anytime 
during the year, so if you have not joined please feel free to 
send in your dues to our PO Box 82474, Columbus 43202. Your 
contribution will go to keeping this neighborhood one of the 
best in Columbus. 

Pam Skora, Membership Chair 

A FEW PICTURES FROM 
THE HALLOWEEN PARADE 



UCAN Together .. United Crestview Association of Neighbors 

COOLEY'S CORNER 

The City Budget 

The City of Columbus budget is not large. It will be $545 million 
for the corning year, including the use of$13 million from the 
city "rainy day" fund. The remaining $532 million will come 
from the 2% city income tax. By comparison, the much-reduced 
Ohio State University budget is over $3 billion, and the State of 
Ohio did not consider last year's budget cuts of over $6 billion 
to be remarkable. So we're one-sixth the size of the OSU 
budget, and basically small change in the context of the State 
of Ohio budget. 

Further, the City of Columbus budget is smaller than it was last 
year in terms of the dollars it can spend. Higher costs for 
health care and other insurance will account for more than the 
$13 million increase from last year's $532 million dollar budget. 
Had we increased the city budget at the rate of the 1990's, 
which 7.4% per year, we would be looking at a budget of $638 
million. We clearly did not just tighten our belt; we decreased 
the amount of "food" we've made available to our citizenry. 

Of the proposed $545 million, 69% ($376 million) goes to safety 
in the form of fire and police protection. Safety will be the only 
area of the budget that increases next year so that we can add 
one police class and one firefighter class. That leaves $169 
million for all other city services-trash pickup, snow removal, 
code enforcement, recreation and parks, neighborhood health 
centers, traffic calming, graffiti removal, sewer and drainage 
costs and repairs, lighting, and all other services. Other than 
safety, each of these other areas will experience cuts that range 
from 4% to 10%, although the cuts to trash pickup and snow 
removal will be small enough to maintain those services at their 
current level. 

In Clintonville, we've been the recipient of a good amount and 
percentage of the funds dedicated to neighborhood 
improvements that go beyond basic services. The allotments 
are $32 million for sewerage repair, $3 million for High Street 
improvements, $500,000 for Whetstone Park improvements, 
$280,000 for traffic calming in our own District 1, $100,000 for 
facyade improvement, and nearly $500,000 for special projects 
not yet designated. No other part of the city can claim quite so 
much. 

Everyone in city government recognizes that an investment in 
Clintonville pays large dividends. Our residents and our 
businesses are solid in very creative ways. 

Now, however, we'll need to take on some additional 
responsibilities. We'll need to seek improvements through 

creative city legislation that enables our residents and businesses 
to do more with less. Further, this comes at a time when we've 
agreed to increase our taxes to support city schools. And it 
comes at a time when agencies like the Clintonville-Beechwold 
Community Resources Center are facing more human distress 
with fewer dollars from all sources. 

We're a resourceful and compassionate people in District 1, 
and in all of Clintonville, and the coming years will require us to 
be even more so. As we move from the justifiable glow and 
sense of accomplishment that characterized our December and 
January holidays, we'll need to call on ourselves to do more. 
Doing more with less is never an attractive proposition, but it's 
that kind of spirit that has made Clintonville so remarkable. 

Here's to making 2003 an even greater year for all of us. 

Holiday Lights 

When we confronted the gloom of the solstice in December, it 
was a great comfort to see all the people who joined to light the 
darkness with festive decorations in and on their homes. This 
is not an activity that appeals to everyone, and it should not be, 
but it appeals to many, and thanks to them for making December 
a brighter and more colorful place in District 1. In 2002, 
Olentangy deserved special recognition for the quality and 
quantity of their displays. Olentangy did no less this year, but 
other streets did more than ever, and every part of District 1 
seemed particularly wonderful. 

Jack Cooley, Chair, CA C 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATIVE I 
FAUX FINISHING 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
at 1/3 the cost 

Over 50 finishes from ragging and tissuing 
to stenciling, marblizing, and murals. 

Service includes: design consultation, 
preparation of sample boards, individual 

instruction and assistance with application, 
and tools plus materials provided. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
BARBARA BAISDEN 

204-8550 OR 447-1581 
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How To Build Community 

TURN OFF YOUR TV 

LEAVE YOUR HOUSE 

KNow YOUR NEIGHBORS I GREET PEOPLE 

SIT ON YOUR PORCH I PLANT FLOWERS 

UsE YOUR LmRARY I HELP A LosT DOG oR CAT 

BUY FROM LOCAL MERCHANTS 

TAKE CHILDREN FOR A WALK 

fiX IT EVEN IF YOU DIDN'T BREAK IT 

HAVE POT LUCKS I GARDEN TOGETHER 

PICK UP LITTER I READ STORIES ALOUD 

DANCE IN THE STREET 

TALK TO THE MAIL CARRIER 

LISTEN TO THE BIRDS I PuT UP A SWING 

HELP CARRY SOMETHING HEAVY 

BARTER FOR GOODS I BAKE EXTRA AND SHARE 

AsK A QUESTION I ORGANIZE A BLOCK PARTY 

HIRE YOUNG PEOPLE FOR ODD JOBS 

AsK FOR HELP WHEN YOU NEED IT 

OPEN YOUR SHADES I SING TOGETHER 

TAKE BACK THE NIGHT 

TURN UP THE MUSIC I TURN DOWN THE MUSIC 

KNow THAT NO ONE IS SILENT 

THOUGH MANY ARE NOT HEARD 

WoRK TO CHANGE THIS. 

JUST ANOTHER DAY IN CLINTONVILLE. 

(With thanks to Darlene Norman, whose wonderful holiday 

card was the source of this piece.) 

Holiday Lights: Over the Top Division 

UCAN wishes to congratulate Richard Skora for the 
commendation he received for his front yard display from the 
National Association ofTacky Christmas/Holiday illuminators 
(NATCH!) 

Barbara Baisden, Editor 

r-------------------~ 
UCAN Membership 

Talking to many residents in the UCAN neighborhood has 
been quite informative. Many of you wantto attend the 
general meetings, but busy schedules do not always per
mit it. You add, though, how much you love getting the 
newsletter. Thanks to our wonderful volunteers, 1300 
newsletters are delivered six times a year. The yearly 
cost of producing this newsletter is approximately $800. 
Where does this money come from, and how can we con
tinue to produce it in order to keep you up on the latest 
developments in the neighborhood? The best way is if you 
help defray the cost by becoming a member ofUCAN. 
For only $10 a year you can help keep this newsletter up 
and running. You will get information that you will not 
receive in the "Booster" or "This Week". So please fill 
out the membership form in this issue. Remember that 
UCAN stands for United Crestview Association ofNeigh
bors, and YOU CAN become of part of keeping this a 
viable neighborhood association. Thanks for your support 

Name: ____________________________ _ 

Address: 

Phone: (optional)--------------------

Any questions or comments: _______ _ 

send to: UCAN Together, PO Box 82474, 
Columbus, OH, 43202 

·-------------------~ 




