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NEWSLETTER 

Together 
April Meeting Recap 

At April's meeting, UCAN hosted a group of officials from 
the City of Columbus to discuss the neighborhood's traffic 
situation. Mayor Coleman's Policy Advisor, Rick Tilton, was 
there along with Barb Seckler (Assistant Director, Department 
of Public Safety), Mary Webster (Assistant Director, Department 
of Public Service), Steve Welk (Manager, Neighborhoods 
Section of the Traffic Engineering and Parking Division), and 
Officer Chris Riley (Columbus Division of Police). The 
sometimes highly spirited discussion centered on two topics. 
The first was that everyone (residents and traffic officials) 
realizes the need for a comprehensive traffic plan for all of 
Clintonville. In many cases, traffic-calming measures merely 
relocate the problem traffic to the next street. The second 
concern voiced by many residents centered on the intersection 
of Calumet and Crestview. Many in the neighborhood feel that 
the intersection should be a "four way" stop. Due to high traffic 
and reduced visibility, many feel that the intersection is a hazard. 
Many also feel that another stop sign on Calumet would reduce 
speeds and "cut-through" traffic on that street. Assistant Director 
Webster and Rick Tilton committed to giving the issue of a 
four-way stop serious consideration. We'll keep you posted on 
any further developments. 

Residents were also able to communicate their core issues 
and concerns as they relate to City government and services. 
The City of Columbus is following up the "Neighborhood Pride" 
initiative with "Neighborhood Priorities." "Neighborhood 
Priorities" consists of a detailed survey asking residents the 
relative importance of specific services of the various City 
divisions to their neighborhood. 

We would like to thank Clintonville Area Commissioner and 
UCAN Civic Action Chair Jack Cooley for all his work in setting 
up the traffic meeting. It was a tremendous opportunity for 
residents to voice their concerns directly to City government. 
The City officials were certainly impressed with the depth of 
feelings that are elicited by the traffic issue. Hopefully, this is 
the first step in a process toward some meaningful solutions to 
the traffic issues faced by Clintonville. 

Richard Skora 

Next UCAN Meeting 
Tuesday, June 19th 7:30pm at 
Crestview Presbyterian Church 

350 E. Tulane Rd. 
(Please use Esmond St. entrance; call 263-5854 

if wheelchair access is needed) 

Topics: 
UCAN will host an open forum discussion of neigh
borhood issues. We'll also begin the process of form
ing a nominating committee for September's elec
tions. We'll also have a dessert "pot luck." 

September's UCAN meeting will be on the 18th. 

A gentle reminder of the parking regulations. 

At a recent UCAN meeting, many of us expressed concern that 
one of the things affecting traffic safety in the neighborhood is 
reduced visibility at intersections. One of the things that can re
duce visibility is parking too close to an intersection. As "Driver's 
Ed" has been so long ago for most of us, we asked our Police 
liaison, Officer Chris Riley, to refresh our memories regarding 
some of the parking regulations. 
Please remember that parking is prohibited: 
* In front of or within five feet of a public or private driveway. 
* Within an intersection. 
* Within twenty feet of a crosswalk at an intersection, or, if 
there is no crosswalk, within twenty feet of an intersection. 
* Within one foot of another parked vehicle. 
*Within twenty feet of the junction of an alley and a street. 

We hope that this gentle reminder helps make the neighborhood a 
safer place for drivers and pedestrians. 
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Pink stripes' mystery solved 

Many of us in the neighborhood have been wondering about the 
neon pink stripes that have been painted on the sidewalks at many of 
our neighborhood's intersections. Clintonville's version of crop 
circles? Really inept "taggers?" The answer is that the marks are the 
locations of future wheelchair ramps. As you might have heard, as 
part of a legal settlement, the City of Columbus has committed to the 
construction of wheelchair ramps throughout the city. The first part 
of the process, the location of the ramps (the pink stripes), has been 
completed. Next, the City moves any potential obstructions (signs, 
light poles, etc.). The fmal part of the process, the actual construction 
of the ramps, probably will begin sometime in middle or late summer. 

UCAN Meeting and Newsletter Schedule 

At April's UCAN meeting, members approved a change to the bylaws 
and constitution affecting the UCAN meeting and newsletter 
schedule. Instead often meetings and newsletters per year, UCAN 
will now have six newsletters and meetings. The meetings will be held 
in January, March, April, June, September, and October. As always, 
the meetings will be held on the third Tuesday of the month at 7:30 
PM. Our goal is to have the newsletters delivered seven to ten days 
before the meetings. UCAN changed the frequency of meetings and 
newsletters as an attempt to conserve financial resources. The 
newsletter is UCAN's biggest expense, costing about $200 per issue. 
At ten issues per year, UCAN would have run out of money in less 
than a year. Memberships and advertising are the sole means of support 
for the organization. With the reduced schedule, we hope UCAN can 
continue to produce the newsletter. 

UCAN Elections Approaching 

In September, UCAN will hold elections to the Board. All Board 
positions are considered "open" at every election. Nominees may be 
made from the floor the evening of the election. The current term for 
board members is two years. The positions available are: President, 
Vice-president, Treasurer, Secretary, School Liaison, Membership Chair, 
Member-at-large, Newsletter Editor, and Public Information Officer. 
There is also a position for Civic Action Chair; that position is 
automatically assigned to the District's Clintonville Area 
Commissioner. 

If you are interested in serving on the board, please contact UCAN at 
PO Box 82474, Columbus, OH 43202, or SKORA@prodigy.net. 

Newsletter positions open 
UCAN is looking for a few good people to help produce the newsletter: 
* Newsletter Editor-Creates and edits text and helps implement the 
goals and policies of the UCAN Board and editorial committee. 
* Associate Editor-Primarily edits text for grammar and 
appropriateness. Also contributes text. 
* Business Manager-Primary responsibility is selling and coordinating 
advertising space. 
Interested parties should contact UCAN at the addresses listed in the 
newsletter. 

One Small Victory 

Anyone involved in historic preservation realizes that small details 
make up the character and architectural heritage of a neighborhood. 
These things help determine a neighborhood's identity. Last fall, 
UCAN contacted Jim Sicaras, the developer of the property at 
Tulane and High, about preserving the stone post on the corner. 
There is a "twin" of the post on the opposite comer, as well a pair 
at Olentangy St. and High, and another matching post at the 
intersection of Tibet and Weber Roads. The posts date back to the 
original construction of the neighborhood. Builders added the posts 
to give the area a bit of"class" or exclusivity. Many neighborhoods 
farther north along High street also have decorative stone posts at 
their entrances. Not only has Mr. Sicaras agreed to preserve the 
post, but he also wants to put a plaque on the post. He has kindly 
asked our suggestions for what to inscribe on the plaque. Thus 
far the consensus seems to be "Crestview Subdivision, established 

' 
circa 1900." UCAN is open to suggestions for what to put on the 
plaque. Please send your suggestions to P.O. Box 82474, Columbus, 
OH 43202 or SKORA@prodigy.net. 
UCAN would also like to express our gratitude to Jim Sicaras for 
his willingness to help preserve a part ofthe neighborhood's history 
and character. Such efforts go a long way toward preserving 
architectural heritage as well as showing a respect and depth of 
feeling for a neighborhood. Many thanks! 

Richard Skora 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Whetstone Recreation Center Summer Registration June ll & 12, 
9AM-4:30PM Clintonville Fund's July 4th Breakfast,at the Rose 
Garden Shelter House beginning at 8:30, starts a fun-filled, family 
day at Whetstone Park. There will be many activities, food, a 
concert, and of course the fireworks display. 

The Columbus Civitan 's Concert Series begins May 20th. There 
will be a concert at the Gazebo in the Rose Garden, every Sunday 
evening through August. All concerts begin at 7:30 and are free. 

The Children's Programs at the Rose Garden, begin in June. Music 
in the Air presents Thursday morning programs for children. All 
shows begin at ll :30 and take place at the gazebo. Check at the 
Rose Garden for more information. 

••• • ·:· Pa01 Skora 
With Pen In Hand 

~od~huufmRHoz~ 
Instruction, design, and illumination 

614-263-5854 
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Cooley's Corner 

Earth Day and Beyond In Clintonville 
Whatever our views on wider environmental policies, District 1 residents were 
united in keeping our local environments healthy and clean this spring. Among 
those known to us who made special efforts were: 

-Beth Stick of Olentangy who organized 25 school children to clean up Glen 
Echo ravine between Calumet and High Street just prior to Earth Day. 
-Chris O'Leary, of FORGE (Friends of the Ravines, Glen Echo), who rallied 
and supplied over 20 people to clean up Glen Echo Park on April 28, the Earth 
Day rain date. 
-Edward Bain and the Clintonville Community Market, who organized Earth 
Day Sunday events for over 400 residents 
-Mindy Schroeder, who organized a District I clean-up for May 19 
-Martha Buckalew of FOR (Friends of the Ravines), who organized the wonderful 
June 2 tour of the Overbrook/Adena Brook ravine led by Mark Balsom and 
Debby Georg as one of the Clintonville contributions to Riverfest 2001. 

Thanks to these and all the others who inspired and organized us to help make 
our neighborhood a better place. Also, please note that late summer or early 
autumn will bring a series of public hearings on the extensive work to be done by 
the City of Columbus on the Walhalla Ravine. The work likely will begin in 
Summer 2002, and it will last approximately 18 months, with the ravine open 
to resident traffic only for extended periods. 

Crestview Middle School and OSU 
Joining Ohio Wesleyan University, The Ohio State University College of 
Humanities and Tomorrow's Teachers, a special group in The Ohio State 
University Honors and Scholars Program, will begin a partnership with Crestview 
Middle School this coming autumn. As you may be aware, Crestview Middle 
School has approximately 55 teachers and 610 students (220 in grade 6, 180 in 
grade 7, and 200 in grade 8). Approximately 65% of the over 600 students 
come from disadvantaged backgrounds, and their education is the best hope they 
have to a better life for themselves and their community. 
Crestview Middle School has been a neighbor to us for a very long time, and we 
have felt a sense of triumph when students there have excelled, and we've had a 
sense of disappointment when things have not gone so well for CMS. The 
current Principal, Debra Tracy, is highly enthusiastic about Crestview entering a 
good and productive period with regard to both academic performance and 
community relations. She is clear about the challenges CMS faces-and about 
adequately serving the new populations, such as the growing Somalian community, 
included among CMS students-and about the need to improve its level of 
achievement, but she thinks the dedication of the staff and the support of the 
community will make CMS an ever better school. 
Finally, the State of Ohio mandated an assessment of the physical facilities of all 
Ohio Schools, and the Columbus Public Schools, CMS included, were among the 
first to experience that assessment. Debra Tracy indicates that the results are 
not yet available, but judgments will be made about the renovations necessary for 
each building and about whether to renovate or build anew. Debra indicated 
strong support for keeping a middle school on the current site, but this is a 
development we all should monitor. 
If you find yourself able to help with tutoring, with activities, or with outreach, 
please feel free to contact CMS at 365-6014. 

Tulane and High 
The property at Tulane and High has been a worry for a number of years. We all 
initially were grateful when we heard there would be an attractive brick building 
that would house a coffee shop and several small professional offices. 
Then we learned there would be a parking variance issues. Normally, restaurants 
require 44 parking spaces, but the Urban Commercial Overlay provides automatic 
relief down to 22 spaces, and the developer was asking that the number be 
reduced to 15. 
In response to that news, approximately 25 residents attended the May meeting 
of the Clintonville Area Commission Variance Subcommittee meeting at the 
Clinton Heights Lutheran Church. During the approximately two-hour meeting, 

District I residents engaged in a very thoughtful discussion with the members of 
the subcommittee, and the issue was tabled until the June 5 meeting. 
At this point, we do not know the outcome of deliberations on the subcommittee, 
the full Clintonville Area Commission, or the City of Columbus Zoning 
Committee . Hopefully, the final agreement will include the excellent 
compromises suggested by residents: 

-agreements by business owners to find parking space for employees elsewhere 
(near Big Bear or further north at the automotive maintenance shop) so that 
only patrons could use the 15 available spaces. There was justifiable concern 
from residents on the part of residents not only about traffic flow issues on the 
first and second blocks of Tulane, but also about the total amount of parking 
space. 

-agreement to seek a traffic pattern that would require patrons to use only the 
lower part of Tulane Road. Residents thought it would be fine to locate the entry 
point on either High Street (in which case, patrons could leave only via a left 
turn onto Tulane) or Tulane (with an exit that required a right turn onto High 
Street). 

Engine House 19: A Commissioner's Observation 
Many residents in Clintonville have a special affection for Engine House 19. It 
is an attractive brick building constructed during the 1930's, and it fits very 
nicely by design, size, and look into our neighborhood. Unfortunately, it no 
longer fits the needs of the people and equipment involved with fires and other 
emergencies in Clintonville. 
It would be very, very nice to either preserve all of the existing building, or to 
include parts of it in the new structure. This ultimately is an issue for the City of 
Columbus, but the Clintonville Area Commission is asked to provide opinions. 
To the extent that preservation or inclusion does not compromise the capacity 
of the structure to house needed equipment, and does not delay vehicles and 
firefighters or other emergency staff from reaching their destinations in the 
shortest possible time, I will support preservation or inclusion efforts. However, 
if the~e is any evidence of compromise on quality of equipment or delay in 
reachmg fire or other emergency sites, I will oppose preservation or inclusion. 
There are not any instances where one wants to oppose preservation efforts, 
and very few where one finds reasons sufficiently compelling to do so, but this 
potentially is one of them for me. Fires move and expand with stunning rapidity, 
and at accident scenes, minutes-even seconds-can be critical. For me, safety is 
not an area where compromise is conscionable. 

Traffic Issues 
At the April 17 UCAN meeting, City of Columbus officials met with residents to 
discuss traffic concerns. The residents in attendance focused on two things: 1. 
the need for four-way stops, especially at Crestview and Calumet, but also at 
other intersections; and 2. the need for traffic calming on Tibet, Tulane, and 
Crestview. 
City officials were responsive and sympathetic to concerns, but two very 
fundamental facts emerged. First, even when residents go through the petitioning 
process to get the 60% agreement required for traffic calming consideration, 
none of our streets-other than Olentangy, which already has speed humps-is 
likely to receive serious consideration. Only about $300,000 is annually available 
for this sort of traffic calming, and it doesn't appear we're likely to pass the 
statistical threshold necessary for serious consideration. 
Second, four-way stops are authorized based on accident rates, not on the amount 
of traffic, or even the demonstrable potential for accidents. All of us were in a 
mild state of disbelief about this given the number of four-way stops located on 
both Calumet and Milton north of Broadway. However, officials maintained 
that whatever procedure existed previously, accident rates are the current standard 
for requests. 
On a more encouraging note, the City of Columbus put together a good, 
informative brochure on the kinds of traffic calming available, and on the 
procedures residents need to follow in seeking them. If you'd like a copy, please 
feel free to contact me at cooley.5@osu.edu , and give me your name and 
address. I'll be certain you receive one. 



IIIJY IN IIIJI~K ,4 IRRNJ)tY 
HERBS & SPICES 

dried fruits 
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flours and sugars 
nuts I seeds I snack mixes 

beans, lentils, & rice 
lotion, shampoo & soap 
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brown&white EGGS 

The CO-OP's 
lOllS 

Monday -Saturday 
7 a.m. - 10 p.m. 

Sundays 
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5 to 15% off to all Co-op Members 

10% off to parents of 
new babies age 6 months and under 

5% off to regular volunteers 
of other non-profit organizations 

5% off to Seniors 55 and over next time you visit "the Co-op" 
Community Market 

Calumet Natural Foods Co-op 
I 
I 

10% off to Seniors who 
are Co-op Members 
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