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Traffic in the neighborhood 

At February's UCAN meeting, we took the first steps in forming an ongoing 
traffic committee and identifying specific concerns regarding traffic and pedestrian 
safety in the neighborhood. The goal of the traffic committee is to coordinate the 
various traffic calming initiatives currently circulating in the neighborhood. UCAN 
feels that it isin the best interests of all involved to have some specific issues and 
potential solutions identified. 

Some of the concerns residents voiced at the February meeting included cars 
speeding through the neighborhood and visibility at intersections. These are issues 
over which residents do have some control. Occasionally, we all need to be reminded 
that most of our neighborhood is a 25 MPH zone. Another concern is visibility at 
intersections. Frequently, parked cars or overgrown shrubbery can obstruct drivers' 
visibility. We all need to be certain to park sufficient distance (at least ten feet) 
from intersections and driveways. We need to observe parking restrictions, "Loading 

Zones," "No Parking," and "No Stopping" signs. It would also help a great deal if residents could keep vegetation trimmed back 
along "sight lines" near intersections. If you live in a rental, please contact your landlord to have the vegetation trimmed. A little 
extra effort on our part can help ensure that the neighborhood is a safer place to walk and drive. 

Richard Skora 

A few words about membership 
UCAN would like to thank all the residents who have renewed their membership in UCAN. Memberships are UCAN's primary 
source of income and make it possible for us to publish the newsletter. Each newsletter costs us about $100 to print; it's distributed 
by our volunteers, your neighbors. Paid membership allows you to vote on any issues that come before UCAN. If you enjoy 
receiving the newsletter and wish to support UCAN's efforts on behalf of the neighborhood, please join today. 

Richard Skora 

Volunteer positions open 
UCAN has a few volunteer opportunities open: 
- *Newsletter Distributors and "Floaters"-We have an opening for a newsletter distributor to cover Weber Rd. between High 
St. and Calumet. This person would deliver the newsletter to approximately fifty homes. It should take about an hour to complete 
this route. There is also a need for some people to serve as "floaters," temporarily covering for distributors who are ill, on 
vacation, etc. For further information, please contact our Newsletter Distribution Coordinator, Darlene Norman, at 262-7295. 
- * Newsletter Associate Editor-This position involves editing and revising the text portion of the newsletter. The Associate 

Editor serves on the Editorial Committee, attends meetings of the Editorial Committee, and edits newsletter text for clarity, 
grammar, and appropriateness. This position involves approximately four to five hours for every issue of the newsletter (currently 
ten issues per year). For further information, please contact Richard Skora at 263-5854, SKORA@prodigy.net, or PO Box 
82474, Columbus, OH 43202. 
- * Newsletter Business Manager-This person would coordinate advertising sales for the newsletter. The Business Manager 

would contact local businesses soliciting sales of ad space in the newsletter. The schedule is flexible, but the volunteer should be 
able to make sales calls during regular business hours. If interested, please contact Richard Skora (see above). 

Please send any correspondence for UCAN to: skora@prodigy.net 
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Graffiti Busters 

At our March meeting, UCAN will feature representatives from 
Graffiti Busters. Graffiti Busters is a local, all-volunteer Graffiti 
clean-up organization. In addition to sharing information on graffiti 
removal techniques, they will also have release forms on hand if 
anyone has a "tag" on their property they would like removed. If 
you have some time you would be willing to spend helping keep 
Clintonville free of Graffiti, they welcome volunteers. 

What do you do with an old ceO phone? 

If you've recently upgraded your cellular telephone, what can you 
do with your old phone? The Ohio Attorney General collects 
working cell phones to be donated to domestic violence programs. 
The phones are for emergency use by domestic violence victims 
and the phones reprogrammed to only dial 911. Phones should be 
in working order and should include the battery charger. For further 
information call the Ohio Attorney General at 466-5610 or 
CHOICES at 258-6080. 

Walking Partners Wanted 

Like many people, I am working on getting into better shape. The 
way I plan to achieve this is by walking. However, I have discovered 
that walking is much more fun when there is someone to talk to 
during the walk. I would love to have a walking partner for Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Currently I am walking about a twenty minute mile. 
Is there anyone in the UCAN area who would be interested in walking 
two days a week, about three to five miles? Please call me at 268-
9124 if you are the person I am looking for. 
I am also looking for some non walking partners. I have joined the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society's Team in Training. As part of 
this program I am raising money to continue the research to fmd a 
cure for leukemia, and other blood related cancers, and improve the 
quality of life of patients and their families. 
I've signed up to walk the Athens Half Marathon in Athens, Ohio 
April 8th. This is a 13.1 mile walk -come on out and cheer me on! 
I need to raise at least $750.00 to be able to attend the Athens half
marathon. My goal is to raise $1250. Please help me in my fund 
raising efforts. Any size donation is gladly accepted. Donations are 
tax deductible. If you would like to donate, please make your check 
out to: 
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
On the memo line please put: Natalie Joy Russell- TNT 
Then, send your check to me at: 2863 East Ave. 
Columbus, OH 43202-2317 
I will be forwarding the funds to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
on a weekly basis. This way the funds raised will get credited toward 
my efforts to participate in the event and you will receive credit for 
your donation. 
When you see me walking in the neighborhood please say hello. I 
may not stop to talk, but I will be happy to wave hello. 

Natalie Joy RusseU 

Letter to the Editor 

Dear Editor: 

Mid-Ohio Food bank is a not-for-profit charity that provides grocery 
items to other charities-food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, and 
others-working to feed the needy. Last year, we distributed more 
than 20,000,000 pounds of groceries throughout our twenty-county 
service area. 
More than 300 charities in Franklin County alone rely on the 
Foodbank. Franklin County pantries provide three or more days 
food for 42,000 persons every month; Franklin County soup 
kitchens provide nearly 70,000 meals each month. 
Through grants we awarded during the year 2000, our agencies 
have been able to access more food than ever before. The average, 
cost-per-pound of that food has gone down. 
Because the Foodbank does not always have on hand every item 
available at the supermarket, we have initiated a co-op buying 
program called Best Buys that allows member agencies to purchase 
necessary items at warehouse prices rather than shop at retail 
outlets. This has the effect of further reducing agencies' overall 
costs. 
The community has been so generous, especially through the 
annual Operation Feed food drive, that Mid-Ohio Foodbank has 
been able to offer a greater variety of food, and more of it, than 
ever before. Despite greater need, no member agency has had to 
do with less. 
If you have any questions about the Foodbank and its services, 
feel free to call me at 274-7770. 

Sincerely, 
BiU Lowry 

Director of Services 

r-------------------~ 
UCAN Membership Form 

UCAN would like to thank all the residents who have renewed 
their membership in UCAN. Memberships are UCAN's primary 
source of income and make it possible for us to publish the 
newsletter. Membership fees are $10 per year. 

Name: __________________________________ __ 

Address:---------------------------------

Phone: -----------------------------------
E-mail: ________________________________ __ 

Please send to: UCAN, PO Box 82474, Columbus, OH 43202. 

~-------------------~ 
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Cooley~ Corner 
Communications from our 

Clintonville Area Commissioner, Jack Cooley 

Neighborhood Pride; Phase Two· 
As the City of Columbus refines and expands the Neighborhood Pride 

concept, it will institute a second phase, and we in District 1 of Clintonville 
will experience that sometime this summer. As you may have noticed from 
various newspapers, the Coleman Administration is setting up two new 
offices, one related to neighborhood initiatives, and one specifically related 
to Neighborhood Pride. 

Details on Phase Two are not yet available, but at least some part of it 
will focus on whether or not code issues have been resolved--part of this 
relates to structures like our homes and garages and part of it relates to 
whether or not we've kept our alleyways clean and unobstructed. There are 
additional parts to Phase Two, but those are not available at this point. 

As many of you remember, we had a mixed experience with Neighborhood 
Pride this past autumn. Parts of it were fme, but to many, the code 
enforcement part seemed uneven and came to us without much context or 
explanation about how to proceed once we received citations. 

We've had a lot of conversations about that with city officials. Most of us 
support vigorous code enforcement since we see it as essential to 
neighborhood health. However, many of us felt it was an accusatory rather 
than supportive process, and we are hopeful our conversations with the city 
will make Phase Two a more supportive one. 

In addition, the Code Enforcement Committee chaired by Andrew Heckler 
(Heckler.6@osu.edu) should be up and running by the time this reaches 
you, and we are hopeful that effort will lead to generally better code 
enforcement relations between the us and the city. As you have thoughts 
about code enforcement, or if you would like to participate in the process, 
please contact Andrew. 

Crestview Mj4dle School 
As some of you are aware, and we thank Cathy Behrends on Tibet Road 

for putting this on the agenda, the General Assembly created the Ohio Schools 
Facilities Assessment Commission to do an assessment ofbuildings. There 
are 612 systems in Ohio, which means this will be a lengthy process, but 
the Columbus Public School System will be assessed very early in the 
process. 

This includes Crestview Middle School, and along with the facilities 
assessment will come an enrollment projections assessment. Although 
Crestview Middle School is not on the immediately endangered list, it 
previously was included in discussions about closings or alternative uses. It 
therefore would be prudent for us to monitor progress of this assessment. 

The facilities assessment includes 23 objective criteria such as state of 
the roof, heating capacity, wiring, and window condition, but it also includes 
an intangible "community support" category. In the next issue of this 
newsletter, we will have information from Deborah Tracey, Crestview Middle 
School Principal. However, if you have concerns or would like to express 
support in advance of information about organized ways to do that, the 
Crestview Middle School number is 365-60 14). 

Traffic Issues 
At its February 20 meeting, UCAN focused on traffic concerns---visibility 

at intersections, excessive speeds on all our streets, questions about 
trafficcalming, questions about what has happened to all the petitions variou 
individuals have submitted, etc. 

We (or I, to point the finger accurately) had indicated to city officials we 
had a fairly high level of concern about traffic. Officials indicated they 

wanted to address our area comprehensively, and I understood that to mean 
Clintonville. However, it now is clear that "comprehensive" means mega
traffic issues and main arteries (interstate, etc) to the city traffic engineers, 
and we are back to square one for our district. I do not take this outcome to 
be bad faith on the part of the city, but it does mean that we need to develop 
a specifically designated liaison for our district. 

Until we have that contact, and therefore someone who can work directly 
with residents to address issues and provide process information, there is 
not great purpose in forming a committee. I hope to have that liaison named 
by the next newsletter, but in the meantime, I'd like to thank Shelby Conrad, 
Marvin Metersky, Patricia Norton, and N.J. (Tasia) Russell for volunteering 
to serve. 

****************** 
It occurs to me in writing this piece about traffic that I am constantly 

writing about deferred projects, or things that are "in process." On one 
level, it is true that nearly everything is a work in progress, and it seems we 
rarely reach completion on issues. To a remarkable extent, that is the case. 
We are always working to keep issues in front of the city or one of its 
agencies in the hope that it will become a priority, but with the recognition 
that reasonable expectations do not always lead to reasonable outcomes. 
This is especially true when a request or initiative involves anything for 
which there is not an existing city procedure or budget line. 

On the other hand, immediate concerns sometimes bring responses, 
especially as they relate to crime and code enforcement. Further, our streets 
are lit, and our streets are in reasonably good condition. Also, thanks to the 
work of many, the city has devoted resources to our ravines, it has made 
grants available for businesses on High Street to improve their facades, it 
has approved an urban overlay to make our area more conducive and attractive 
to pedestrians, it has expanded the anti-graffiti operation in dramatic ways, 
and it is considering an expansion of cruiser time in our area. 

A quick and complete response to what seems an aggravating issue is 
rare. And sometimes, there never is a response. However, the efforts of 
many to keep issues in front of the city do sometimes lead to significant 
changes and improvements, and it probably is wise to remind ourselves that 
persistence is not the least of the qualities necessary to bring about change. 

voluntary Epyjronmental Qyeday 
Many of you are aware of the recent Watercourse Protection Overlay, and 

you have had varied responses to it. If enacted, this overlay would involve 
a set of laws about construction and environmental alterations within 
specified distances of all streams, rivers, and lakes. 

The Parks, Recreation, and Environment Committee of the Clintonville 
Area Commission is taking a different approach to a somewhat different set 
of problems. As many of you are aware, we often do things that make sense 
to us, but that create problems we could not foresee. 

This committee takes the approach that nearly all residents in Clintonville 
would make sound environmental decisions about construction, landscaping, 
recreation, and other issues if we knew what would be most helpful. We 
care about the environment, but we often just don't know how our decisions 
impact it. 

This committee therefore has decided to create a document that will discuss 
the impact that various kinds of construction and landscaping have on the 
environment in different situations. It is the hope of the committee that 
realtors, the Chamber of Commerce, and the city will join in distributing 
this information as residents or newcomers consider construction or changes 
in landscaping. It won't be a complete solution, but it should help. Much 
credit to those, including John Paulson of Tulane Road, who are working 
with this effort. 



Together 
Community Calendar 

Clintonville Arts Guild: Do you enjoy art? The guild meets the fourth Monday of each month at 7:15PM at Overbrook Presbyterian 
Church. March Meeting is March 26. 

Clintonville Area Commission: Find out what concerns there are in the Clintonville Community. Meetings are the first Thursday of 
each month at 7:30PM, at the Library. 

Friends of the Ravine: This group has been responsible for spearheading restoration work in Glen Echo Ravine. This group is for 
individuals interested in ravine environmental issues. The next Executive Board Meeting will be at 7:00 on March 22 in Room 100 of 
the Northwood High Building, 2231 N. High Street, Columbus, 43201. For more information contact Martha Buckalew- 267-6293. 

Community Advisory Council of the Whetstone Recreation Center: This board meets the third Wednesday of each month, at the 
recreation center. However the March meeting will be on the 14th at 7PM. The meetings are open to the public. For all who use and care 
about the well being of our neighborhood Recreation Center this council will give you the opportunity to be involved with a wonderful 
neighborhood resource. For more information contact the Recreation Center at 645-3217 or Barbara Kocab at 268-1128. 

The Whetstone Branch of the Columbus Public Library: 
The library offers many programs throughout the month, for children and adults. For more information caD 645-2150. 

Thesday, April 10: The library will host a visit by children's science writer, Seymour Simon. Mr. Simon has written more than 60 
science books for children. This should be a great program for all to enjoy. Contact the library for the time. 

The Clintonville Fund of the Columbus Foundation: This fund was created for the Clintonville Community. If you would like more 
information about what you can do with the Fund please contact Peter Smith at 261-7384. 

Easter Events 
The Library's Duckling Day Parade, April 14 10:30am: This event has become a tradition at the library. People and their little 
"ducklings" meet at the library at 10:30 and parade about the park grounds. It is great fun for the little ones. 
The Whetstone Park Egg Hunt Saturday April 14 lOAM. This yearly hunt, sponsored by the Northern Kiwanis Club, takes place 
in the meadow, down by the river. This hunt is for children 10 and under. 

At the Whetstone Recreation Center 

A Middle School Egg Hunt: Thursday, April12 7PM-9:30PMThis event is for kids ages ll-14. It will take place. There is a hunt, 
activities, and some great prizes. Last year the kids had a great time despite the rain. 

Easter Bunny Workshop: Friday, April 13 2PM-4PM. Patty Anglim will have crafts set up at the Recreation Center. Children of all 
ages are welcome. 

Whetstone Recreation Center Pancake Breakfast: Saturday, April 14 8:30-11 :30. Stop by and enjoy an all-you-can eat pancake 
breakfast at the Center. Adults eat for $3.00 and Children eat for $2.00. Entertainment will be provided by the Whetstone Recreation 
Center's very own Youth Steel Drum Band. This fund-raising event for the Rec Center Community Council will help purchase a much 
needed gymnastics crash mat. 

BarbKocab 




