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Together 
Traffic Calming 

At the February meeting UCAN would like to assemble all 
those people in the neighborhood currently working on indi
vidual traffic calming initiatives. In the near future, the City of 
Columbus will name someone in the Traffic & Engineering 
Department to act as ombudsperson for Clintonville. Also in 
the near future, the City has committed to coming up with a 
comprehensive traffic calming strategy for the neighborhood. 
UCAN would like to act as a coordinator for all the current 
citizen traffic calming initiatives. Our goal is to establish an 
ongoing traffic calming committee to coordinate our individual 
efforts with the City's comprehensive strategy. If you are 
currently petitioning the city for a traffic calming program for 
your street, circulating a petition, are interested in pedestrian 
safety, or wish to be an active part in fmding solutions to the 
traffic issue, please come to February's UCAN meeting. 

Richard Skora 

Crime Prevention 

As the division of police prepares to reset the crime counts to 
zero in January, we all can look back at another year with 
generally low reports of violent crime. These numbers are 
not just lower in our city but nationwide. Reports of lower 
crime rates can be comforting, however there are indicators 
that this trend may soon change, especially in the area of 
juvenile crime. The officers at the division of police take such 
concerns of increased crime very seriously. While some only 
see the police in the rearview mirror during a traffic stop there 
are other members of the division who analyze crime data, 
research progressive crime prevention programs and 
strategically combat career criminals. In 1999 concerned 
citizens proved to be very helpful in assisting the police maintain 
a community known for low crime rates. I truly believe that 
one of the reasons for such a good reputation for low crime 
statistics is the involvement of the residents. For many years 

Next UCAN Meeting 
Tuesday, February 20th 7:30pm-8:30pm 

Crestview Presbyterian Church 
350 E. Tulane Rd. 

(Use Esmond St. entrance; call268-6077 
if wheelchair access is needed) 

Topics: 
February's meeting will cover 

traffic calming initiatives. 
We will also hold an open discussion 

of neighborhood issues. 

The March UCAN meeting will be on the 20th. 

the Columbus Police has promoted the neighborhood blockwatch 
program to those living in the area. 
The blockwatch establishes a formal network for citizens to 
exchange ideas and information with their neighbors and police. 
Under no circumstances are participants asked to perform law 
enforcement duties or put themselves at risk. Most blockwatch 
functions are performed in the course of everyday activities 
around the neighborhood. Being a blockwatch participant does 
not detract from working schedules or leisure time. If you wish 
to start a blockwatch on your block, all that is needed is a SO% 
participation in your specific area and the scheduling of three 
blockwatch meetings. After the introductory meetings, members 
must meet regularly to maintain their active status. At these 
meetings you will choose the blockwatch captains and decide 
on the placement of signs. 
If you would like to learn more about the neighborhood 
blockwatch program please call me at 645-1403 or visit out 
Internet website at columbuspolice.org. 

-Chris Riley is the 3 precinct community liaison officer for the 
Columbus Police and he can be reached at 645-1403. 
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911 or 645-4545? 

Last year dispatchers at the Columbus Division of Police re
ceived over I million telephone calls requesting police services. 
The division has both a non-emergency number (645-4545) 
and citywide emergency 911. Deep within the bowels of the 
communications center on Fairwood Avenue both police dis
patchers and firefighters staff telephones to handle any crisis 
situation that may come in. With the large volume of calls be
ing received every day it is important to remember what num
ber to call in an emergency situation and the correct number to 
call when someone stole your outdoor ceramic goose. When 
you are faced with the decision to call for emergency services, 
ask your self if there is an immediate threat to a person's life or 
well being; if so, call 911. Other calls that may be directed to 
the 911line include: 

* Any crime in progress 
* Any fire situation 
* Any "unknown" type of call 

An unknown type of call may be a case of a suspicious person 
lurking around your house at midnight and you can't see what 
he or she is doing. With up to 800 calls being received per day 
it's important to call the right number at the right time. If you 
do call 911 by mistake do not hang-up before you can tell the 
dispatcher it was an accident. If you do hang up and don't 
speak with the call taker, a police officer will be sent out to your 
house automatically. This is done because we assume that the 
call was a real emergency. If you ever have to make an emer
gency call remember that seconds do count and that the call 
takers must get a lot of information in a short amount of time. 
Please know the following: 

* Remain calm and listen to the dispatcher who will be asking 
specific questions. 
* Give as much information as possible. Descriptions of sus
pects, directions they were last seen traveling and license plate 
numbers are all facts that can be relayed to police officers via 
their cruiser radio. 
* Tell the truth . 
* Try to stay on the line if requested by the dispatcher. 

We hope that these tips will assist you if you would ever have 
to make a request for emergency services. Please educate 
your children about the proper use of the system and remem
ber that the division of police uses a priority system when send
ing out police service. The more information you provide can 
assist the call taker in correctly categorizing the call. By the 
way, if you ever have to make a report for a stolen ceramic 
goose call 645-4545 to request a cruiser or to make a report 
over the phone. 

Crestview Middle School News 

Crestview Middle School is currently in need of volunteer tu
tors to assist in two different areas: 

*Volunteers willing to spend two hours tutoring on Thursday 
afternoons from 3:00 to 5:00PM at Crestview Middle. 
*Volunteers are also needed during the month ofFebruary to 
help students prepare for the March proficiency tests. Tutors 
are needed 3:00 to 5:00PM Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays. 

For more infonnation, please contact Crestview Middle School 
at 365-6014. 

Martha Seelenbinder 

Ohio Electric Choice 

At UCAN's January meeting, Arlene Cahill from the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio presented the facts behind the 
Ohio Electric Choice Program. Just as Ohioans have been 
able to choose their natural gas supplier, we can now choose 
our electric generator. American Electric Power will continue 
to provide the electricity, billing service, maintain lines, and 
repair outages. 
In the next few years, the public's options for electricity sup
pliers will increase; currently our choices of generators are 
rather limited as we are in a "market development" phase. 
Soon, consumers will be able to choose a generator based on 
price or other criteria For example, customers could choose 
a supplier that utilized coal or renewable resources (so-called 
"green power") instead of one that utilizes natural gas to gen
erate electricity. Electric generators will also file quarterly en
vironmental disclosures. One major concern voiced by resi
dents is that Ohio would find itself in a situation similar to Cali
fornia, where electrical utilities were deregulated in 1998 and 
there is a shortage of electrical generating capacity. The PUCO 
has learned from California's experience. Unlike California, 
there are incentives for electric suppliers to build new generat
ing plants. Ohio also has fewer restrictions on building new 
electrical generation capacity. 
For further information, contact Ohio Electric Choice at 1-
888-0EC-1314 or www.ohioelectricchoice.com. 

Richard Skora 



Code Enforcement Committee to Form 

We reported earlier that Andrew Heckler would form a com
mittee of residents to work with one another and with city 
officials to develop information about code enforcement for 
residents. It's purpose is to create materials and a process by 
which city officials and residents are joined more in a partner
ship about code enforcement and less in an adversarial rela
tionship. 

Healthy neighborhoods clearly require vigorous code enforce
ment, but healthy neighborhoods also require a genuine part
nership with the city about the purposes and forms of redress 
surrounding code enforcement. A number of residents have 
agreed to serve on this committee, but there is much work to 
be done, and additional members would be welcome. If you're 
interested, please contact me at cooley.5@osu.edu (267-
8411) or Andrew Heckler at heckler.6@osu.edu. 

We'll keep you informed as the committee begins to meet. 

Jack Cooley 

r-------------------~ 
: Interested in becoming a I 

1 member of UCAN??? : 

: In an effort to improve the way we serve the com- : 
munity, UCAN is going to be running this mem-

1 bership form for the next several months. Please I 
: take a moment to fill out this form and send it into I 
I the address listed on the front of the newsletter. I 
I There is a $10 yearly membership fee for UCAN. : 

I I 
1 Name: 1 
I I 
1 Address: 1 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I Phone: I 
I I 
I Email: I 
I I 
: Comments: : 

I I 
I I 

·-------------------~ 

~ 
Community Calendar 

Clintonville Arts Guild: The guild meets the fourth Mon
day of each month at 7:15PM at Overbrook Presbyterian 
Church. 

Friends of the Ravine: This group has been responsible 
for spearheading restoration work in Glen Echo Ravine. 
Anyone interested in more information concerning ravine 
environmental issues, please contact Martha Buckalew at 
267-6293. 

Community Advisory Council of the Whetstone Recre
ation Center: This board meets the third Wednesday of 
each month, at the recreation center. For more informa
tion contact the Recreation Center at 645-3217 or Bar
bara Kocab at 268-1128. 

The Clintonville Fund of the Columbus Foundation: This 
fund was created for the Clintonville Community. If you 
would like more information about this fund please con
tact Peter Smith at 261-73 84. 

Clinton Heights Elementary School: Make plans to attend 
the annual Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction. Enjoy the 
dinner and be sure to bid on items donated by many com
munity businesses. For more information contact the school 
at 365-6532. 

BarbKocab 

Kudos to Ed Hoffman 

As many of you are aware, BREAD is a multi-denominational 
religious organization devoted., among other things, to creat
ing opportunities for low and middle income families to own 
their own homes. It encourages self-reliance and pride in the 
best sense. On of our District 1 residents, Ed Hoffman of 
Tulane Road, is especially active in that organization. 
Thanks and kudos to Ed. 

Jack Cooley 
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The City Budget and Neighborhoods 

At first glance, the city budget is big. It's $545 million, and 
you should be able to do a lot with $545 million. Well, yes 
and no. Yes, there is a huge amount of money that goes to 
essential services. We all clearly benefit from the continuing 
commitment of funds to police, to fire safety, to road con
struction and repair, to water and sewer maintenance, to trash 
pick up, and the many other things we expect from our city 
government regardless of which political party dominates. 

But no, there isn't a lot of funding available for new initiatives. 
Therefore, it's at the margins of the budget where you see the 
focus of each administration. Some have focused on down
town development, some on expansion outward, some on re
newal of infrastructure, and some on particular things like in
tracity highway construction or safety. 

The Coleman Administration has put its focus on neighbor
hoods, and that's probably the right focus for now. The neigh
borhoods are where we live, and if the neighborhoods aren't 
healthy, then all the development downtown and elsewhere 
won'tmattermuch. The Coleman Administration also is prob
ably right in thinking neighborhood health depends on the neigh
borhoods taking some measure of responsibility for themselves. 

So it would be a good idea for all of us to look at the final city 
budget, which should be approved by the time you receive 
this newsletter. Does it contain the increases for what we 
need? I don't know. It probably will include some of the 
things we've wanted--a couple hundred thousand for graf
fiti removal, a half million for after school programs, three
quarters of a million for special neighborhood policing, a couple 
million for code enforcement in particularly blighted and tran
sitional areas like the ones south and east of us, and several 
million to create a trust to encourage more home ownership 
for those with moderate incomes. 

These aren't insignificant things, and they appear to be the 
right way to address neighborhood issues, but you might have 
a different take. Whatever your thoughts, I'd ask you to con
sider doing two things. First, once you've looked at the final 
budget and thought about it, communicate your thoughts to 
city hall. Second, think about what you can do in our neigh
borhood. Money and programs can do some things, and what 
they do often are essential. Ultimately, however, our neigh
borhoods can't be better than we choose to make them in 
terms ofboth the quality of our properties and the quality of 
spirit we bring to the way we live. 

Jack Cooley 

COMMUNilY., 

A DEDICATION TO HELPING PEOPlE 

RECOGNIZE THEIR NEEDS 

AND STRENGTHS, 

BUilD FOR THEIR FUTURE, 

AND CElEBRATE THEIR DIVERSITY. 

WITH COMMITMENT TO THESE 

THINGS THE RESUlT Will BE HEAlTHY 

FAMIUES AND A FEEUNG OF 

CoMMUNITY. 




