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Dear Neighbors, 

First, I would like to thank the membership of UCAN for 
electing me president. I am honored and humbled by your choice 
of me for president. I promise to do the best job I can and I'll try 
to justify your confidence in me. 

I want to thank our non-returning board members for all the 
work they've done over the past year. I want to particularly thank 
Chip Partridge for the work he did on the survey. It's going to 
allow us to focus our energies on the key issues for the 
neighborhood. 

Chip has instituted some changes that we're going to continue 
this coming year. For instance, all board meetings are now open 
to the public-. Everyone benefits from open board meetings. It 
also allows anyone to come to the board if, for example, there 
might be some issue that they might want to present solely to the 
board. October's board meeting will be on the 15th at 7:30PM. 
From November on, Board meetings will be the second Monday 
of the month at 7:30PM. Board meetings, as well as regular 
meetings will also now be open-ended. 

There will also be a few changes to the monthly neighborhood 
meetings. One thing we need to get back to is the notion that the 
monthly meetings are open forums to discuss any issues or 
problems that might be arising in the neighborhood. We're going 
to have fewer speakers this year and we're going to concentrate 
more on action plans. It's all in the spirit of bringing UCAN's 
focus back on the neighborhood as a whole, which is one of my 
goals for the coming year. 

I'd also like to have some other concrete goals for next year. 
We need to address the primary areas of concern identified in 

the survey: crime, graffiti, traffic & traffic calming, and trying 
to increase the sense of community. We've started to address 
the crime issue by helping initiate discussion of the Block Watch 
program. Beyond those core issues-all quality of life issues-I 
think we have to realize that the economic health of our 
neighborhood depends on the viability of the commercial 
district. UCAN will work more closely with the Clintonville 
Area Commission, the Clintonville Chamber of Commerce, 
Clintonville Inc., Clintonville Area Resident's Association and 
any other Clintonville or Columbus organization that might 
impact us or benefit us. 

There are also some issues on the horizon that we're 
going to have to deal with; some sooner, some later. Next 
year, we're going to be one of the areas targeted by the city 
for the street lighting program, the so-called "Project 2020". 
If you've been following the issue in The Booster, you '11 know 
some of the challenges and controversies that our neighbors 
just north of us have encountered. The other big thing looming 
in the distance, and looming large, is the future of Crestview 
Middle School. We have to realize that someday, whether we 
like it or not, Crestview will probably cease to exist-at least 
as a middle school. It's shaping up to be a busy year. 

We're always looking for volunteers, by the way. I'm sure 
we'll be able to find something for you to do; whether it's deliver 
newsletters or head a committee. It's also important to remember 
that as a resident, whether homeowner or renter, you are part of 
UCAN. Paid memberships, as always, are welcome; they help 
UCAN pay the bills and allow you to vote on issues that come 
before the association. Again, thank you for your confidence in 
me. I'll do the best I can to repay it. 

Sincerely, Richard Skora 
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SEPTEl\IBER :MEETING RECAP 
contributed by Pam Skora 

The annual election of officers for 2000-2001 was the first 
order of business. Elected officers were as follows: 
President: Richard Skora 
Vice President: open 
Secretary: Pam Skora 
Treasurer: Pam Skora 
Membership: Ann Gazelle 
Editor: Lora Fish 
Public fuformation Officer: Nikki Novak 
School Liaison: Martha Seelenbinder 
Member at Large: Cliff See len binder 

Positions that are not voted on are: Civic Action Chair which 
was filled by Jack Cooley, District 1 Clintonville commissioner, 
Newsletter Distributor which was filled by Darlene Norman. 

Mayor Coleman's representatives then discussed the 
Neighborhood Pride program that has taken place in six other 
areas of the city. There will be five days of concentrated effort 
by city departments (October 2-6) to work with residents in 
this area on a wide variety of services. The goal is to clean up 
the neighborhood where needed, repair streetlights, remove 
graffiti, paint fire hydrants, collect bulk trash, offer access to 
the Mobile Tool Library, arrange for an increased police 
presence in the neighborhood and address other needs of the 
neighborhood. The key to the success of the program is getting 
neighbors involved. The city will also concentrate on absentee 
landlords. Surveys were handed out so that residents could 
specify areas of concern. 

Officer Riley, our police liaison, then discussed the city's Block 
Watch program. The program involves a series of three 
meetings to educate residents about forming a Block Watch, 
as well as discussions about personal safety and home security. 
In order to qualify, fifty percent of the Block Watch area 
residents must participate. As a group, UCAN will have to 
determine how many residents are interested in helping prevent 
crime, how motivated the residents are, as well as what the 
boundaries of the Block Watch area will be. We also discussed 
residents' concerns about traffic calming. It was suggested 
that a committee be formed to meet with the Traffic and 
Engineering Department to come up with a comprehensive 
plan for this district rather than a piecemeal approach. 

Next UCAN Meeting 
Tuesday, October 17th 

7:30pm-8:30pm 
Crestview Presbyterian Church 

350 E. Tulane Rd. 
(Use Esmond St. entrance; 

call 268-6077 
if wheelchair access is needed) 

Topics: 
Bill Owens of CCRC will present 

their program 
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Barbara Kocab, 268-1128, fkocab @columbus.rr.com 
Letters to the Editor: 

Lora Fish, 268-6077, lora_fish @yahoo.com 
Advertising: Roy Fish3 268-6077, fish.30 @osu.edu 

Newsletter Distribution: Darlene Norman, 262-7295 

CRESTVIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL 
ANTICIPATES SUCCESSFUL YEAR 

contributed by Martha Seelenbinder 

Crestview Middle School began the 2000-2001 school 
year with a new principal, 6-8 new staff, 580 students 
and $147,000 grant in its back pocket. Crestview wel
comes Debra Tracy as their new principal. Mrs. Tracy 
has served Columbus Public Schools for the past 
eleven years as Assistant Principal at Linmoor Middle 
and Wedgewood Middle Schools. She is married to 
Jeff Tracy, Assistant Principal of Brookhaven High 
School. With the new grant, Crestview has hired one 
additional teacher who will focus on math. 

Please send correspondence to: 
P.O. Box 82474, Columbus, OH 43202 

or e-mail: 
Lora_Fish @yahoo.com 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Editor: 

As a regretfully inactive member ofU .C.A.N. and of the Calumet Natural Foods Coop I'd like to offer my take on the 
exchange between Bob Sismour and U.C.A.N. president, Richard Skora. Sismour scolded Skora for not aggressively 
pursuing issues of neighborhood concern including one of my pet peeves, speeding on residential streets (I live on the Kelso 
speedway). 

While I do look toUCAN for leadership in these areas I also recognize that it is our democratic duty as citizens and 
members to take some initiative. We do not elect our U .C.A.N. representatives or our area commissioners as a 
convenience to alleviate our burden of responsibility to take action. They function best if we give them a mandate and our 
continuing support; but it is up to us to set the agenda. I don't believe Mr. Skora has ever discouraged anyone from doing 
that. 

On another note, I volunteered over a year ago to circulate petitions on my block to get speed bumps for East Kelso 
between Calumet and Indianola but have been too busy with my work to get the job done. I could really use some help.lf 
you can pitch in please call me at 267-47 43 or e-mail me at evan @iwaynet.net 

Evan Davis 
Ed. Note-This letter was received and scheduled for publication prior to Mr Skora's election to UCAN president 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

COOLEY'S CORNER 
Jack Cooley, our Clintonville Commisioner, gives us his monthly update 

As we write this newsletter, Neighborhood Pride in District 1 
of Clintonville will not yet be underway, and by the time you 
receive your newsletter, it will be complete. These observa
tions are therefore about what was intended by the City of 
Columbus, and about what we all hope will have happened. 

First, code enforcement. I've received many calls and visits 
from residents concerned about excessive zeal from code 
inspectors. City officials consistently have said they want this 
process to be very friendly to residents who are in the process 
of upgrading and maintaining older homes that require constant 
attention. For those of us who are in varying stages of 
addressing incomplete maintenance projects, we may have 
received notification by now-the deterioration of the back 
of my garage insures that I will be among those of you who 
received notification. We have assurances the city wants to 
work with us in the friendliest possible way.lf we just indicate 
our plans to city officials, they will honor those plans. They 
realize we need time to save the money to make the 
improvements we intend. However, for absentee landlords 
who have been negligent and for those who permit such 
extensive deterioration that it threatens the condition of their 

neighbors' properties, sterner notifications will have been 
issued. 

The real focus of Neighborhood Pride, ·however, is on estab
lishing a partnership with the city to address the issues that 
concern us. Through the various meetings city officials held 
with us, we learned about our options for traffic issues, for 
safety, for graffiti cleanup, for our ravines, for High Street com
mercial development, and a variety of other issues. We now 
need to organize our part of the partnership so that we can 
work with city officials and departments to address our con
cerns on a long-term basis. This means that each of us needs 
to take ownership of the issues about which we care most. It 
is person by person, block by block, and street by street that 
we need to organize ourselves to work with each other and 
the city. We are a justifiably proud neighborhood and the indi
vidual and collective contributions you make to Clintonville 
and beyond are remarkable. You represent a truly shining ex
ample of the combination of individual achievement and com
munity activity that always has been the best of what our coun
try stands for. Now it's onward and upward, and please let 
me know ifl can help you in any way with all that you do. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Whetstone Library : Fall Story Times have begun: 
Baby Story Time (0-18 months) Tuesdays at 1 Oa 
Toddler Story Time ( 18 -36 months.) Mondays at 1 Oa & 11 a, Thursdays at 1 Oa 
Preschool Story Time (3-5 years old) Mondays at 1p and Thursdays at 1la 
Family Story Time Wednesdays at 7p For more information call, 645-2152 

Clintonville Arts Guild: Meetings are the fourth Monday of each month at 7:15 at Overbrook Presby
terian Church. For more Information contact Pat Harsch at 263-9493. 

Clintonville Area Commission: Meetings at Whetstone Library the frrst Tuesday of each month. Con
tact Jack Cooley for more information at 267-8411 or mail to: cacdistl @commwebs.com 

Our neighborhood's annual Halloween Parade will be held on "Beggar's Night", October 30 at 5:00 
PM. The parade goes down Esmond St. between Crestview and Tulane. Bring a kid (any size) in a costume 
and something (besides the kid) that makes noise: drums, pots and spoons, kazoos, sousaphones ... you 
get the idea. The parade usually lasts only about five or ten minutes so please be on time. It's guaranteed 
to be too darned cute and too much fun. 

Eco-Teams: Do you want to do more than just your weekly recycling? Join an Eco-Team. For more 
information call 267-9982. 

Clintonville-Beechwold Community Resource Center (CCRC) at 14 W. Lakeview needs your help 
to build the food bank at the resource center AND get your Halloween Pumpkin! Saturday, October 21, 
from 9AM-2PM, take 3 cans of food to the Resource Center and exchange them for a pumpkin. For 
more information call 268-3539. 

Whetstone Recreation Center Community Council: Be a part of a great community organization 
while helping to improve the recreation center. The council meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 
7:00PM, at the Recreation Center. The public is welcome. For more info call 645-3217 or 268-1128. 

Your small business (250 employees or less) can now receive FREE paper recycling thanks to a new 
program of the Solid Waste Authority of Central Ohio called J.I.T.R. (Just In Time Recycling). They will 
give you a 90-gallon barrel and as many small desk-side bins as you need. All you do is call them when 
your container is full, and they'll come pick it up at no cost! To find out more, call J.I.T.R. at 871-8105. 




