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Who can vote? Any resident living between the Ravine 
and Weber; High Street to the railroad tracks. Only paid 
members of UCAN may vote. Make checks payable to 
"UCAN". Mail to UCAN Membership Chair, P.O. Box 
82474, Columbus, OH, 43202, or pay membership dues at 
the September meeting .. 

Slate as of 09/02/00 for the September, 2000 UCAN elections: 

President: Richard Skora 
Vice-President: Vacant 

Treasurer: Vacant 
Secretary: Pam Skora 

Newsletter Editor: Lora Fish 
Public Information Officer: Vacant 
School Liaison: Martha Seelenbinder 

Civic Action Officer: Jack Cooley 
Membership Officer: Ann Gazelle 

At-Large Member: Cliff Seelenbinder 

Language taken from Articles VII and VIII of the Constitution 
of the United Crestview Association of Neighbors (and Bylaws 
where appropriate), regarding the election of officers for the Board 
of Trustees (i.e., "UCAN Board"), position descriptions and their 
respective duties. 

Article VIII: Duties of Officers 
(1) President: " ... preside at all General Membership, Special 
and Board Meetings, sign the records thereof, and perform gen
erally those duties usually performed by presidents of like asso
ciations ... see that all Officers [sic] and committees carry out 
their duties and prescribed by the Constitution and Bylaws." 
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(2) Vice President: " ... perform all duties of the President 
in the President's absence ... succeed the President if the 
President resigns or is removed from office ... serve as Chair
person of the Crime and Security Committee." 

(3) Treasurer: " ... receive and have charge of all moneys 
and securities belonging to the UCAN ... disburse, or other
wise deal with same as shall be ordered by the Board ... keep 
an accurate account of all moneys received and disbursed 
and ... make a financial report at every Board and General 
Membership Meeting ... open representative books for inspec
tion and examination by the Board .. serve as Chairperson of 
the finance committee ... within one week after election to the 
position, and before the transference of funds and property by 
representative predecessor, furnish a fidelity bond for the sum 
of Fifty-Thousand Dollars ($50,000) with a surety qualified 
to do business in Ohio under Ohio Insurance laws. Payment 
for said bond shall be from the operating funds of the UCAN." 

(4) Secretary: " ... keep the minutes of all General Member
ship, Special and Board Meetings and make a proper record 
of the same ... maintain a correct and current roster of the 
membership of the UCAN; handle correspondences and no
tices; ... perform such duties as may be required by the Presi
dent, Board or membership." 

(5) Newsletter Editor: " ... responsible for publicizing the 
efforts and activities of the UCAN, especially the prepara
tion, publication and regular, periodic distribution of the News
letter, which distribution may be as scheduled by the Board ... 
may appoint as many persons as necessary to assist in fulfill
ing those duties. All such appointees shall serve at the plea
sure of the Editor and shall be directly responsible to him/ 
her." 

(6) Public Information Officer: " ... responsible for se

lection and publication of speakers and special topics of 
interest at regular meetings, and for communicating the ac
tivities of the U CAN to the media through press releases 
and other traditional PR methods ... create and maintain a 
Media List including the names, publications, addresses, 
phones and deadlines of the daily, weekly and monthly pe
riodicals useful to the UCAN." 

Continued on Page 2 ...•... 
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(7) School Liaison: No specific duties articulated. Can be 
called upon by the organization for various organizational 
needs related to educational institutions in the UCAN area. 

(8) Civic Action Officer: "Responsible for coordinating ac
tivities concerning community problems. Current status of zoning 
violations, deed restriction violations, property owners' corn
plaints, area protection programs, etc. shall be maintained. Civic 
association action plans will be formulated as required and pre
sented to the Board for evaluation and guidancei.4will carry 
out action plans as authorized by the UCAN general member
ship and/or the Board. [sic] May appoint an assistant and 
other committee members as deemed necessary to conduct 
committee business." 

(9) Membership Officer: "Responsible for conducting the 
membership drive, collecting membership dues, and preparing 
a complete membership record ... at a time established by the 
Board." 

(10) At-Large Officer No specific duties articulated. Can 
be called upon by the organization for various organizational 
needs. 

(11) Past President "term shall automatically commence upon 
expiration of representative term as president" 

All interested parties please attend the next board meet
ing, Monday, September 11th at Crestview Church from 
7:30-8:30pm. Additional nominees will be accepted from 
the floor at the start of the next general meeting on 
Thesday, September 19th at 7:30pm at the Crestview 
Presbyterian Church at350 E. Thlane Rd. 

Next UCAN Meeting 
Tuesday, September 19th 7:30pm-8:30pm 

Crestview Presbyterian Church 
350 E. Tulane Rd. 

(Use Esmond St. entrance; call268-6077 
if wheelchair access is needed) 

Topics: 
Elections and Block Watch 

UCAN Together 

Neighborhood events: Barbara Kocab, 268-1128, 
fk.ocab @columbus.rr.com 

Letters to the Editor: Lora Fish, 268-6077, 
lora_fish @yahoo.com 

Advertising: Roy Fish, 268-6077, fish.30 @ osu.edu 
Newsletter Distribution: Darlene Norman, 262-7295 

.Tuly UCAN Meeting 

In discussing recent issues of crime in our neighborhoods, our guest from the 
Columbus Police department was Officer Riley. To keep everyone apprized, 
there has been a graffiti problem surrounding Weber Rd. In particular the 
'SKY' logo of graffiti has been the most prominent. Please contact the police 
department if you have graffiti and need removal products for it. In other 
news, the car keying incidents are still being investigated. The times of these 
occurrences have been between l2-2AM. 

Additionally, suspicious persons in alley, side streets or near houses need to 
be reported to the police. Our first reaction is 'It's probably nothing'. The 
police department encourages us to report suspicious persons noting race, 
clothing, and which way they are going. This is of special concern during the 
back to school time to ensure that our children get to and from school safely. 
It doesn't hurt to be reminded. Err on the side of caution in reporting any
thing that does not seem right. 

In addressing one of the major concerns from the UCAN survey, traffic
calming efforts have been underway. Petitions for speed bumps have been 
circulating, stop sign placement at Crestview and Calumet is currently under 
study. For those of you who would like to become more involved in traffic 
calming efforts and for those of you who have been circulating petitions, we 
would love to have your input and encourage you to attend the next UCAN 
meeting. 

UCAN is about to begin a new election year. The direction ofUCAN is to 
meet the needs of the residents. In response to the concerns, UCAN is 
committed to the renewal of a Block Watch Program. In order to have a 
successful Block Watch Program, areas must have 50% participation in the 
program. In the September 19th meeting, we will be discussing forming a 
block watch and other steps to keep it going. 

To instill a greater sense of neighborliness is also a primary objective of 
UCAN. The more we all communicate with each other, the safer, more 
cohesive, prouder and more fun our neighborhoods will become. We have all 
noticed how active housing sales have been in our area This is a great oppor
tunity for old neighbors to get to know new neighbors. It is also a great 
opportunity to have new opinions from our ever changing homeowners. 
Before everyone slips into our cocoons for the winter, a great way to kick off 
neighborliness is an old-fashioned block party. (kudos to those blocks who 
do a great active job of this!) 

So here's how to bring your neighbors together: How to organize a block 
party. 

l. Hold a planning meeting. Canvass your block with a notice inviting 
everyone to meet to set a date and discuss other details. 

2. Notify the police department to find out what permits if any are needed 
and obtain road-closed signs. 

3. Enlist your community's help by asking local businesses to donate 
prizes or gift certificates. Or ask the police department to stop by for a 
safety talk . 

4. Map out the menu. Ask each family to bring beverages and a main dish. 
Wheel a few backyard grills to a central spot for cooking up hamburgers, 
hot dogs, chicken, brats. 

5. Think of safety to ensure adult supervision. 
6. Include activities for all ages. Recruit teens to help run activities. Try 

scavenger hunts, relay races, sidewalk chalk art, face painting, karaoke, 
decorated bike and trike parade for example. 
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Letters to the Editor 
Dear Editor: 

Perhaps I am mistaken, but I believe one function of a UCAN member is to voice opinions of the community, not personal opinions. If Richard Skora wants 
his personal opinion quoted, he should do so without including references to his involvement with UCAN. In the July 26 "This Week", the candidate's 
association with UCAN was not mentioned. In the previous week's Booster, his affiliation was included in the article. 

It is discouraging that, as a UCAN representative and also as a community resident, Mr. Skora does not aggressively address important issues affecting our 
community. His energy could be spent vocalizing the community's concerns regarding: speeding, lack of traffic police presence, noise pollution, enforcement 
of pet restraint ordinances at local school grounds and parks. These and several other health and safety matters impact Clintonville's quality oflife. 

The mural made an immediate positive impact on safety in our community. During the painting on July 15 and 16, traffic slowed to a crawl beside the 
Clintonville Community Market while community members and visitors admired the work. I witnessed at least six drivers pass by and then return moments 
later to get anther look. In my humble opinion, anything that slows the over 40-mph traffic on Calumet is a greatly needed and appreciated improvement. 

Many Clintonville residents participate in a wide array of community building activities initiated by the Clintonville Community Market staff, vendors or 
volunteers. My request to current and future UCAN representatives is they focus on issues that serve to create and improve community in Clintonville. 

Dear Mr. Sismour: 

BobSismour 
Clintonville 

We certainly welcome your interest in UCAN and the neighborhood. While you are certainly entitled to your opinions, I feel that some clarification might be 
in order. 

First, I am curious about how you learned of my candidacy for President of UCAN. My candidacy wasn't going to be publicly announced until this issue of 
the newsletter. I assume someone on the UCAN board privately alerted you to the fact. In any case, my efforts regarding the mural were always done as a 
private citizen of the neighborhood. As a private citizen, I am entitled to my opinions just the same as you are entitled to yours. I have been a member 
ofUCAN since its inception in 1996. I had served on the board for four years as founder and editor of the newsletter. I made it clear to the reporter for The 
Booster that I was not a current board member. That fact apparently was missed by the reporter. Also, I was working on the mural issue long before I ever 
was approached about running or decided to run for President. 

In fact, one of my earliest concerns with UCAN and this whole mural issue was the way the current UCAN board handled its responsibilities. UCAN's 
endorsement of the mural came from three individuals at an unscheduled board meeting. There are a few problems here: First, three individuals is not a quorum 
for a board meeting according the UCAN's bylaws. Second, the bylaws require that seven days' notice be given to all board members for an unscheduled board 
meeting. Neither of these things was done. The endorsement came as the result of an invalid vote at an invalid meeting. I further would contend that those three 
individuals acted against the spirit of the neighborhood association by endorsing the mural proposal without getting any input from the residents regarding the 
issue. 

The artistic merits (or lack thereof) of the mural could be endlessly debated. Personally, I think that the graphic is inappropriate for the location. I have spoken 
to many people in the neighborhood who feel the same way. Also, many people who initially supported the idea of the mural are rather disappointed in the 
way it turned out. Parenthetically, I think most of us in the neighborhood would prefer that people kept their eyes on the road while they slowed down in the 
neighborhood rather than gazing at a distraction on the side of the road. Also, Mr. Sismour should know that UCAN and residents of the neighborhood are 
working with the Columbus Area Pedestrian Safety Committee to evaluate the traffic situation on Calumet St and address possible solutions. 

The mural is a done deal. Did the UCAN board mishandle the process? I believe they did. There are rancor and ill feelings on both sides of the mural issue. At 
this point, the best thing any of us can do is to learn from the episode, try to make the best of it, and put it behind us. I believe that this whole episode teaches 
us the importance of getting input from residents on any major issues facing UCAN or its board. One thing I will promise if elected as president is that any 
major decisions or endorsements of future projects will only be done after careful consideration and thorough consultation with residents and UCAN 
members. There are a lot of things that need to be done in the neighborhood, and some big challenges wait in the future. Mr. Sismour has certainly given us some 
worthy suggestions. I would ask that Mr. Sismour identify one or two issues 
that he feels particularly fervent about and bring his energy and resolve to 
bear on helping solve the problems. We have the framework ready at UCAN. 
We welcome his input and look forward to working with him on the issues 
that will be challenging us in the future. 

Sincerely, 
Richard Skora 

Letters to the editor: Please write- Editor, PO Box 82474, 
Cols. OH 43202, or e-maillora_fish@ yahoo.com. Deadline 
for the next (September) issue is August 251h. (UCAN 
reserves the right to edit editorials for grammar and 
appropriate content.) 



July & August UCAN's Housing Market Watch 
New listings 
286 Kelso Road 2 story 3 beds 1 bath $129,900 
166 Kelso Road 2 story 2 beds 1 bath $134,500 
267 Tibet Road 2 story 3 beds 1 bath $139,900 
121 Olentangy Street 2.5 story 3 beds 1.5 baths $142,500 
399 Tibet Road 2 story 3 beds I bath $148,000 
169 Kelso Road 2 story 3 beds I bath $149,900 
68 Tibet Road 2 story 3 beds 1.5 baths $149,900 
326 Tulane Road 2 story 3 beds I bath $149,900 

Mike McLaughlin, Under contract 
ABR, CSP, GRI 286 Kelso Road 2 story 3 beds 1 bath $129,900 

267 Tibet Road 2 story 3 beds I bath $139,900 

218 Tibet Road 121 Olentangy Street 2.5 story 3 beds 1.5 baths $142,500 
399 Tibet Road 2 story 3 beds 1 bath $148,000 

H 267-4847 326 Tulane Road 2 story 3 beds 1 bath $149,900 
0 447-0808 

Sold 
244 Tulane Road 2.5 story 4 beds 1 bath $164,000 
339 Tulane Road 2 story 3 beds 2.5 baths $169,900 

- The information represents changes in our local housing market for the months of July and August 
2000. All prices represent list price except for solds which show the acutal selling price. This 

REALTORs• information is provided by the Columbus Board of Realtors MLS system and does not represent 
exclusive listings or transactions of Mike McLaughlin or King Thompson Realtors. 

COOIZY'S CORNER 
An issue update from our CAC representative Jack Cooley 

District 1 is faced with many choices about many things. Among 
those is the kind of lighting we wish to have for our streets. 

As many of you are aware, the Lashutka administration set a goal of 
providing lighting for all Columbus streets by the year 2020, and 
theColeman administration has not altered that goal. Areas without 
lighting are being asked to choose between the kind of fixtures we 
have in our area (Cobra with overhead wires) and a Lantern style 
light with underground wiring and cast iron Arcadian poles (see 
Brighton Road as an example). This choice also has been extended to 
areas like ours that currently have Cobra style lighting. 

When residents in areas without lighting select Cobra style lighting, 
it is a city obligation, and there is no cost to residents beyond the 
property, income, and sales taxes they normally pay. However, if 
they select the Lantern style lighting, there is a special assessment. 
The choice of Lantern style lighting in our area also would lead to a 
special assessment. 

UCAN has tentatively agreed to hold a meeting devoted to explora
tion of lantern lighting, and it will include information in a subse
quent newsletter. However, neither UCAN nor CAC is an advocate 
for one form of lighting over another. This is entirely a choice for 
residents to make on a street-by-street basis. 

Some residents and streets may be entirely satisfied with the current 
lighting, and that obviously is fine. Others, however, may wish to 
explore the Lantern style lighting, and that also is fine. For those 
who wish to explore such lighting, the following is a summary of how 
they will need to proceed. 

Petitions are available from the City of Columbus, and 60% of the 
property owners on a street must sign a petition requesting a cost 
assessment for Lantern style lighting. As they receive further infor-

mation, residents may choose to add or delete their names from the 
petition at any time up to a date set for a final decision, and those 
changes will determine whether or not a street has the 60% minimum 
required for the next step. Assuming 60% of the property owners 
agree to an assessment, the City of Columbus will make that assess
ment and notify each property owner about the cost of making the 
change to Lantern style lighting. If, at the end of all steps, at least 
60% of the property owners want the change, every property owner 
will be assessed for the cost of the conversion. 

In some areas, the cost has been assessed at approximately $1,500 for 
each lot. That cost may be paid on a once-only basis, or it may be 
spread over 10 years with an interest charge added. It appears from 
other areas that the city and residents are having some difficulty 
determining the precise amount of the assessment, so residents should 
be prepared for a period of ambiguity regarding costs. 

If a street agrees to the change, the City of Columbus and the resi
dents will agree on a construction date. Where lights already exist, 
construction will involve removal as well as installation. City officials 
emphasize that they use a vertical boring rather than horizontal trench 
technique for installation of poles and underground wiring. They 
have selected this technique so that no damage will be done to trees 
and other landscaping done by residents. Those who have observed 
the process indicate that while vertical boring is much preferable to 
horizontal trenches, they do not think it is possible to assert that no 
damage will be done to trees and other landscaping. 

Where there has been clear agreement among residents and a clear 
understanding of the construction process and costs, the installation 
appears to lead to happy outcomes. However, since this is a very 
complex process with considerable ambiguity, proponents should be 
prepared for a very extended and respectful dialogue with all resi
dents on their street. 

Further details about an initial information meeting will follow along 
with continuing observations from other areas that are in various 
states of considering this change. 




