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Together 
Mural Forum-A Colorful Event 

By Lora Fish 

Disputes about the Community Mural planned by the 
Crestview Community Co-op came to a head May 18. A forum 
for interested residents was held featuring mural artists, Susanne 
Goings and Mary Rakocy. The original purpose of the forum 
was to gather input from community members on content 
preferences. Instead, concerns about the mural's very existence 
dominated the discussion. 

A vocal contingent expressed concerns that attempts to 
improve the aesthetics of the building and bring together the 
community (with the participation of eleven organizations) could 
be doing the opposite. When one resident of over twenty years 
asked what the final piece would look like, he was told by one of 
the artists, "That's what we want to know from you." The artists 
explained that the community would design the mural. The artists 
encouraged the group to share ideas. Goings and Rakocy 
distributed photos of 5 previous murals they have developed. 
The examples varied from landscapes to geometric shapes, bright 
colors to pastels. 

Also of concern was the potential distraction oflocating the 
mural on the side of the Crestview Co-op facing Calumet, a 
busy thoroughfare. A few attendees were concerned about the 
risks that drawing drivers' eyes off the road could pose, at what 
is already considered by some to be a dangerous intersection. 
Another point of concern was about the possibility of inviting 
additional graffiti to our neighborhood. Artists reported that none 
of their previous murals have been "tagged" to date, although 
this is always a threat. 

Proponents of the mural pointed out that the mural would 
highlight a dying breed: the successful neighborhood comer store 
in America. The Crestview Co-op has been selling food and 
clothing items at the comer of Calumet and Crestview since 
1996, reviving the comer store theme that prevailed for some 
time with former longtime tenant Crestview Food Market, which 

Next UCAN Meeting 
Tuesday, June 20th 

7:30pm-8:30pm 
Crestview Presbyterian Church 

350 E. Tulane Rd. 
(Use Esmond St. entrance; call 268-6077 

if wheelchair access is needed) 
Topics: 

History of Clintonville and 
open discussion. 

specialized in Asian groceries. Between their occupancies, 
tenants included the Xenos Foundation and the Columbus 
Camera Club. As one artist pointed out, our area residents 
don't need to go to a museum to see a corner store, as do 
many Americans. 

Proposed mural plans were originally intended to use three 
panels on the brick wall facing Calumet. A suggestion was 
made that placing the mural on the front of the Co-op instead 
would help overcome concerns about creating safety hazards, 
make the mural more visible, and improve the appearance of 
the store front. This suggestion was well received by a majority 
of the approximately twenty attendees. 

Specific mural content proposed at the forum included 
graphic representation of each street of the Crestview area, 
important dates, historical information, period clothing, childhood 
activities, a time line, sunset colors, and seasonal graphics. 

Current plans are displayed at the Crestview Co-op during 
their hours of business 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Mon-Sat., 9 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Sun. Additional input can be made by calling Chuck 
Lynd or Audra Phillips and by completing your UCAN survey. 
Survey comments regarding the mural will be given to the Co
op for their consideration. As this goes to press, the Co-op has 
officially received funding from the Columbus Foundation. 

Cost: Free Submission deadlines: Circulation: 1,300 
(although$10annual The 25th of the month Publication schedule: 
UCAN memberships preceding publication. Monthly excluding 

are encouraged). August & December. 

To inquire about submissions, advertising or to contact the editor, call: 268-6077 or email: fish.30@osu.edu 
or write to: UCAN, P.O. Box 82474, Columbus, OH 43202 



UCAN Together .. United Crestview Association of Neighbors 

Letters to the Editor 

From an Editor: 

Throughout the past year, one of the goals of the newsletter has been to make this newsletter a community process. 
Letters to the Editor have played an important role. Also, as of the May edition, a potentially fluctuating TEAM of 
individuals creates the newsletter. Thanks to all who have helped with shaping this new process. For the May issue, this 
included: 

Matt Spiller-Content Editor 
Patrick Murphy- Desktop Publisher 
Cathy Behrends-Desktop Publisher 
Jeff Gorden-Neighborhood Events Column 
Jacquelyn Lucas-Meeting Recap Writer 

Starting with this issue, contributors are listed in the masthead. 
We continue to seek columnists in the following areas: 

-Children's Events and Childcare -Interviews with People of interest in the Neighborhood 
-Community Events -Anything else you may have special information about... 

Thanks to all! 
Lora Fish, Managing Editor 

Letters to the Editor can be mailed to Editor, P.O. Box 8247 4, Columbus, OH 43202 ore-mailed to fish.30@osu.edu. 
Deadline is the 25th of the month. UCAN reserves the right to edit letters for style and content. 

Message from the President .... , ............................ . 
• • : Of Community Interest : 

Thanks to everyone for completing and sending in sur- • • • • veys.Sofar,wehavereceivedoverl60.I'mcurrentlyen- • The Clintonville fund will host the 48th • 
• • grossed in number crunching and will have the results for the • annual July 4th Breakfast. The Breakfast will • 

July newsletter issue.lf you would still like to submit your : take place at the Rose Garden Shelter House. : 
survey, you have until June 20m. : The hours are 8 a.m. until11 a.m. The cost is : 

Thanks! 
Chip Partridge 
UCAN President 

TONI SITS PETS, LLC 
Pet Sitting Service 

./ MIDDAY DOG WALKS 

./VACATION TIME 

./ BUSINESS TRAVEL 

--..---
614-262-8333 Sue & Judy 
Worry Free Pet Sitting in Your Home! 
LOTS OF TLCI @ Bonded & Insured 

: $4.00 for all people over the age of 5. All : 
• proceeds will benefit the Clintonville Fund. : 

• • 
The Clintonville Arts and Music Festival : 
will take place September 8 and 9. The festival : 
is a fund raising event for the Whetstone : 
Recreation Center. Like any event there is a : 
need for volunteers. If you would be interested • • in being a volunteer for the Clintonville Arts • 

. . 
., and Music Festival please contact Barbara. • . . - . 
• Kocabat 268-1128. • 
• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



UCAN Together on the web at http:/ /home.switchboard.com/ crestview .. neighbors 

A community by definition is a group of people living together who share a common way of life 

which is expressed in shared beliefs, goals, values, purpose, responsibilities, and communication. 

Inherent in this common way of life is a set of principles and derived customs which characterize the 

distinctiveness of such a community. These time-established customs become the traditions with which 

members of the community identify. 

Kids and Cars- May UCAN Meetin~: Recap 
by Roy Fish 

Now that school is out and kids are more likely to 
be outside at play, traffic-pedestrian accidents are of 
increased concern. At May's UCAN meeting, Mike 
Smeltzer and Michelle Boose of Columbus Area 
Pedestrian Safety (CAPS) Committee educated 
residents on traffic-pedestrian safety concerns through 
discussion and a video. Between 1995-1997, the rate 
of child pedestrian-motor vehicle accidents in zip code 
area 43202 and other central city neighborhoods (i.e., 
432- 01, 03, 05, 06, 11, 12, & 15) was 104 for every 
100,000 residents, which was highest in Franklin 
County. The total number of pedestrian-traffic crashes 
for all of Franklin County was 504 per year during this 
same approximate time period. 

CAPS' prevention strategy for reducing traffic
pedestrian accidents focuses on driver and child 
education. CAPS especially reminds adults that 
children have more difficulty in avoiding traffic for a 
number of reasons. Children are slower to grasp traffic 
laws. Children actually see differently. Their field of 
vision is fully 113 narrower than adults. Children also 
have more difficulty than adults do in judging the speed 
of approaching vehicles. Cars parked in a row obstruct 
children's field of vision because of children's shorter 
heights. Children are less capable of detecting the 
origin and direction of sound. Children have slower 
reaction times than do adults. Children tend to focus 
on one thing at a time and are therefore less likely to 
attend to traffic if they are engaged in an activity. 
Children do not know a keen sense of danger until they 
are 6-8 years old. Finally, younger children may easily 
follow the bad examples of older children. 

It is strongly recommended that drivers use caution 

near parked cars, be prepared to brake, and remember 
that children may not "see" you (visually or attentively). 
Be especially cautious after school lets out or when 
you see a child bicyclist. Remember, also, to watch 
out for pets. 

Following the CAPS presentation, UCAN residents 
voiced their concerns about a number of traffic issues. 
The most predominant concern was high traffic speeds 
along Calumet, between Olentangy Street and Weber 
Road. Other concerns were high speeds along east-west 
streets, increased motor vehicle-pedestrian risk at 
school bus stops, and visual obstructions caused by 
trees and shrubs, cars parked to close to intersections, 
and parked trucks and school busses. 

To help remind drivers to drive cautiously in the 
area, CAPS is offering a free yard sign to any requesting 
resident. The signs are entitled, "Keep Kids Alive, Drive 
25." UCAN residents who are interested should contact 
Mike Smeltzer at 645-6751. Residents looking for a 
more permanent deterrent to speeding, such as the 
implementation of stop signs, should contact Steve 
Tweed at Columbus Traffic & Engineering to inquire 
about a traffic survey. 
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- 0 o/o OFF 
to all Co-op Members to Seniors 55 and over 
•••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••• 

10% OFF 10o/o OFF 
to Parents of Babies to Seniors who are 

age 6 months or under Co-op Members 
•••••••••••••••••••• 

So/o OFF 
to Regular Volunteers 

of other Non-Profit 
Organizations 
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