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by Ann Gazelle 
Something indeed good came out of 

something bad. Last May, Carolyn and 
Larry Kontosh's prized bicycles were 
stolen from their property on 
Kensington Place. When reporting it to 
the police, they discovered to their 
shock that another dozen ravine 
neighbors had been robbed during the 
previous 90 days. After seven years of 
living on 
Kensington Place 
and not knowing 
much about their 
neighbors, the 
Kontosh's decided 
to take a rather 
bold and creative 
step to help pull 
the community 
more closely 
together. 

::::::::::: . ··: 

··.:-::-::;-: 

fruit, mulled- wine and cider along with 
homemade bread, soup, cookies, and 
cheesecake. For a little something out of the 
ordinary, one resident, Susan, offered us a 
delightful and delicate Schnapps that she 
made from the fruit of her backyard sour
cherry tree. Conversations ranged from 
questions about occupations, discovering 
mutual contacts and sharing raccoon 
problems · and solutions to friendly 

The two of 
them hand 
delivered a letter to 

with ques~k>n,s. or copcerru-a:bb4t 
... PfOperty upkeep '-r~quir~ments. --

disagreements about 
who built the first 
house on the street. 
At midnight, in the 
comfort of Larry 
and Carolyn's 
home, we drank 
champagne, soft 
drinks and coffee 
while watching the 
ball drop from 
above Time's 
Square on the telly. 
As a bonus, Natalie, 
another Kensington 
resident who was 
having a party of 

each house along 
Kensington Place 
during early December suggesting that 
those staying home on new Year's Eve 
should consider bringing in the new year 
together. Interested residents were also 
invited to open their homes briefly on 
the 31st creating a progressive style 
block party. The response was 
impressive and what followed was a 
second letter listing 8 homes that would 
each be open for a 45 minute increment 
starting at 6:30pm and ending at the 
Kontosh's in time for the arrival of the 
new millennium. 

The 30 of us intermittently caught 
the crisp fresh air as we progressively 
stuffed ourselves with shrimp, fresh 

. •,·: ·=·· 
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her own, offered her house as a final 
stopping off point for an after midnight 
dance. 

You too may have great ideas for making 
our community more cohesive so mark the 
next UCAN meeting on your calendar. 
(Ann Gazelle is the UCAN Membership 
Chair and a Kensington resident.) 

We mv1te readers to submit 
information about neighborhood 
events of interest. Submit the 
completed article or just the 
information and we will compile the 
article for you. 



UCAN Meeting Schedule 
Now is the time to mark your calendar 
to attend UCAN meetings. Meetings 
are held the 3rd Tuesday of every 
month (except for August and 
December), from 7:30-8:30pm. 
Meetings are held in the basement of 
Crestview Presbyterian Church, 350 E. 
Tulane Rd (use Edmond St. entrance; 
please call268-6077 if wheelchair access 
is needed). 

Highlights for upcoming 
Winter & Spring meetings: 
February 15th: Crime and Safety 

Open House 
March 21st: Antiques 
April 18th: Home Improvements 
May 16th: History of the Crestview 

Addition (the area that 
comprises UCAN) 

Nov. Meeting Recap 
Martin Quigley, Assistant Professor of 
Urban Landscape Ecology at Ohio 
State University, provided an 
entertaining and informative discussion 
on winter gardening and landscaping. 
Quigley, who grew up working in a 

family nursery business, remarked 
that Central Ohio's winters are 
sufficiently mild enough that it's 
possible to have an alternating 
collection of flowers and shrubs 
blooming year round. Fall and 
winter are good times for pruning, 
except for early spring flowering 
shrubs who form their buds in the 
fall. Quigley was adamant about 
the necessity and benefit of pruning 
- the cutting of individual twigs or 
stems back to a bud - and said, 
"Most people are too timid about 
pruning." He noted that some 
plants will not bloom unless 
they're pruned, pot-bound, or 
otherwise under stress. In other 
words, "There are some masochists 
in the plant world." By contrast, 
shearing is just shaping a plant or 
shrub and is only appropriate for 
topiaries. 

Fall is also the best time for 
fertilizing, seeding, and 
composting. Quigley says, "The 
best spring seeding is not nearly as 
good as the worst fall seeding." 
Quigley advocates composting 
leaves and other dead plant material 

whenever possible rather than 
bagging it because organic material is 
the only thing that can improve the 
structure (or foundation) of your 
garden and/ or lawn. Quigley stated 
that Ohio residents may have had 
problems composting this year due 
to dryness of the season. 

Many people like to plant bulbs 
for spripg. Quigley says spring bulbs 
will generally fare better if planted in 
groups of three's to seven's rather 
than in "solider rows." Also, if you 
are planting bulbs that naturalize or 
spread year after year, it may be 
better to plant them in your lawn or 
ground cover as opposed to in a 
flower bed. 

Finally, if you've ever considered 
getting a re-plan table Christmas tree, 
the trick is to keep the tree cool so it 
doesn't come out of dormancy or 
hibernation. Transplanting the tree 
to the colder outdoors is less of 
shock on the tree while it's dormant. 
Quigley says one possibility is to 
keep the tree on a glassed in sun 
porch with a nighttime temperature 
of 45-50 degrees. 

Newsletter Distributor Thanks A few more volunteer distributors are 
currently needed: for Weber Road; to 
deliver the businesses along the west side 
of High Street; to divide up some of the 
bigger routes; and to float when regular 

Monthly delivery of the UCAN newsletter is enabled by a corp of 
volunteer distributors. This volunteer effort saves the association more 
than $1,000 in mailing costs annually. We thank those volunteers who 
currently make our newsletter distribution possible: 

Barbara Baisden Gina Langen Christi Pepe 
Carol Baldauf Ann Laubach Jeff Perlman 
Lisa Borelli Sadie Michael Joann St. Clair 
Teresa Burks Darlene Norman Phil Schick 
Mary Haller David Norman Cliff Seelenbinder 
Darcy Hartman Nikki Novak Patricia Steele 
Barbara Kocab Chip Partridge Mathew Warshawsky 

Although past volunteers aren't listed, we are equally indebted to 
you for your assistance. Thank you. 

1 distributors are on vacation. To 
volunteer, contact Darlene Norman, 
Distribution Coordinator, at 262-7295. 
Newsletters for February are scheduled 
to be ready for pickup at Darlene's 
house (302 Crestview) by 9am, Saturday, 
February 5th. 
Newsletter distributors: Lora and Roy 
Fish will host a Coffee Hour, Saturday, 
Feb. 5, from llam-noon, at 350 
Olentangy Street, to express our 1 
appreciation for your help. You are ! 

I 

--------------------------------------~ 



Letters to the Editor 
Dear Readers: 
How many times have you wanted to do a home 
project, but you realized you didn't have the ladder 
that you need ... or the right sander? It is said that the 
secret to every job is having the right tool; however, 
even infrequently used 
items can cost a lot of 
money and storage space. 
We are requesting any / 
ideas you may have about 
a neighborhood lending 
program for tools. 

Letters to the editor: 
Please write: UCAN Editor, 350 Olentangy St, 
Columbus, OH 43202, or e-mail fish.3Q@osu.edu. 
Deadline for the February issue is January 25th. 
(UCAN reserves the right to edit editorials for 
grammar and appropiateness of content.) 

School Corn~r 
(Martha Seelenbinder, School Liaison) 

Approximately 250 students, parents, and tutors from 
sponsoring Ohio Wesleyan University, attended the 
Crestview Middle School Honor Roll Breakfast 
Wednesday, December 8th· 109 students were on the 
Honor Roll the first grading period. Eight students 
made Super Honor Roll: Candice Andy, Sarah Baker, 
John Fawbush, Nicholas Johnson, Ijedima Ngeneigwe, 
Teyaka Ranson, Damon Squaire, and Mary Trinh. 
Overall student attendance during the first nine-week 
grading period was 87%. 

Information on School Choice 
The Columbus Public School Fairs will take place in 
February to help inform parents and students who are 
interested in choosing their public school. The school 
fairs are as follows: 

Elementary Schools 
Tues., February 8th 
6-8pm 

Middle & Hi~h Schools 
Thurs., February lOth 
6-8pm 

Location: Arts and Science Building 100 at Fort Hayes 
MEC. 

Nel&hborhood. Crime keportt 
Officer Riley attended UCAN' s December board meeting. 
The good news is that robberies are low. During the period 
November 18-December 8, one robbery oc·curred in 
District 30 at Arcadia and High. There was one auto theft 
and four burglaries (two were on High Street). The board 
discussed concerns expressed recently by residents about 
speeding in the area. Officer Riley will be available to 
discuss these and other concerns at upcoming UCAN 
meetings. 

r---------------------------------------------------, 
$3.00 Off UCAN MEMBERSHIP 

NowONLY$7* 
Return this completed coupon to Ann Gazelle at the 
Jan. 18 UCAN meeting or mail toUCAN, UCAN 
Membership Chair, P.O. Box 82180, Columbus, Ohio 
cl o Ann Gazelle. 

o Yes, Please accept my membership through 
August, 2000 

Name: 
Address: 

Phone: 

Note: Your information will be kept confidential. 
(*Due to the September by-laws changes, new 
memberships as of Jan. 2000 are prorated through 
August, the end of the fiscal year.) 
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leueryaay DISCOUNTS lOW II Find Us : 

5-15% OFF 5% OFF 
to all Co-op Members to seniors 55 and over 
•••••••••••••••••••• 

10% OFF 
to Parents of Babies 

age 6 months or under 
•••••••••••••••••••• 

5%0FF 
to Regular Volunteers 

of other Non-Profit 
Organizations 

• ••••••••••••••••••• 
10% OFF 

to Seniors who are 
CO-op Members 
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