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I believe that the community partnership 
grant [$2.500 from The Columbus 
Foundation ] affords the UCAN area a rare 
opportunity to organize larger citizen 
networks which are critical to the survival 
of established urban neighborhoods today. 
Unfortunately, many urban neighborhoods 
most in need of community organizing lack 
many of the resources needed to either 
initiate or sustain enhanced community 
activism. Fortunately for us, the 
community-building work that UCAN 
members have done over the past few 
years has established a certain cohesion to 
the association. This year, I expect to see 
UCAN members identify goals important 
to them, organize and form strategies to 
achieve them, and meet them. I look 
forward to playing a part in this kind of 
community activity because I think that it is 
critically needed today, and all too rare. 

What concerns you about UCAN 
currently? 

Although we have an active membership. 
I would like to see a greater representation 
of members from all of the UCAN area. I 
am also concerned at times that new 
arrivals to the neighborhood might not 
know or understand who we are. I think 
we could do a better job of letting 
neighbors know what the association is 
about. and I think that this can best be 
done by old-fashioned hand-shaking. 
Finally, I think that we as an organization 
could be better at making volunteer 
activities more enjoyable. I fear that 

sometimes our more motivated members 
are given so much volunteer work to do 
that it becomes a burden. Surely with 
1300 households a few more could help 
share the load. 

What topics, if any, would you like 
members to ponder? 

I would like UCAN members to think far 
ahead and consider what they want this 
community to be like for future 
generations. I would like members to 
consider what our relationship with locals 
schools and community organizations 
should be, and to consider where the 
UCAN area and Clintonville fit in 
Columbus as an urban community. Finally, 
I would like members to think about what 
qualities of our neighborhood they do not 
like, or what they fear might happen to our 
community in the future.O 

Please comment on the next meeting 
topic: 

The upcoming COTA levy forum [see p.2] 
involves critical issues that all major urban 
cities have to deal with (and that we will be 
voting on). As major cities grow. and traffic 
increases, some form of public 
transportation is needed. This forum will 
likely illustrate the complexities around this 
issue which we as voters need to be avvare 
of. I strongly encourage all members to 
attend and bring a neighbor. 

Any other news? 

We are still in need of two indi,;iduals to 
serve as Treasurer and Newsletter 
Distributor·. Also. our Community Liaison 
Police Officer, Chr·is Riley is a nev.t father! 



UCAN's Mission 
Statement:. 

UCAN's mission is, J<)remos:t,. to . 

· .. mem. ers. ., ,.... ,.,. i' >'· 

UCAN Meeting Schedule 

UCAN meetings are held the 3rd 
Tuesday of every month (except for 
December and during the summer), 
from 7:30-8:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the basement of Crestview 
Presbyterian Church, 350 E. Tulane 
Road (use Edmond St. entrance; 
please. call 268-6077 if wheelchair 
access is needed). 

UCAN's October meeting will 
feature a forum on the upcoming 
COTA levy. Representatives from 
both the COT A levy campaign and 
the opposition group are expected 
and will be presenting their respective 
sides of the issue. 

The topic of UCAN's November 
meeting is titled, "Gardening in 
Winter for the Spring." Our featured 
presenter will be from OSU 
Agricultural Extension. 

(~COTALevy 
On Tuesday. Nov. 2, COTA will ask 

voters to cast their ballots for a levy 
which will affect Central Ohio's public 
transportation into the next century. 
Emmet Crockett, Vice President of 
Business Development for COT A. 
believes there is widespread support 
for the latest COTA levy, which 
promises voters bigger and better 
things in comparison to recent, past 
levies which voters have turned 
down. Crockett attributes increased 
support for COTA's levy t? 
"confidence in Ron Lawrence and h1s 
ability to manage" -- abilities which 
Crockett believes have won praises 

October 21, 7:30pm 
at Crestview 

Presbyterian Church 
Topic: 11COTA 

Levy Forum" 

Meet your neighbors. 
We look forward to 

seeing you there! 

. from the business community. 
Lawrence was hired as COT A's 
General Manager in Feb. 1998, 
bringing 25 years of proven . public 
transit experience and a reputation for 
possessing great vision and leadership. 

Crockett listed four goals COT A 
holds for its "Vision 2020" plan which 
the levy would support: ( I ) expanded 
bus service; (2) technology 
modernization; (3) commuter rail 
transit; and (4) improved downtown 
mobility. Crockett added that bus 
services must also be expanded to 
meet the needs of 2nd and 3rd shift 
riders, who make up a large portion 
of new job growth in Central Ohio. 

Crockett cites that in the last 
several years, COTA has greatly 
increased its neighborhood circulators 
in order to keep up with the 
tremendous growth around the city's 
outerbelt. If the levy passes, COTA 
could continue expanding its outreach 
programs which offer employers 
reduced costs for bus transit for their 
staff. Opponents of the levy argue 
that COT A hasn't delivered on its 
promises from previous levies nor has 
it managed its money effectively. 

Concerns, Questions, 
Complaints? 
Write the Editor about any issue you 
would like to see addressed. Send us 
articles, community event updates, or 
other information. Past areas 
addressed by UCAN have included 
schools, zoning codes, traffic and 
parking, gardening, natural gas 
deregulation, city council zoning 
codes, and graffiti. What would you 
like to see in our future? Deadline for 
Nov. issue is October I . 

Reach I 300 neighborhood 
households. Advertise your business 
in UCAN Together. Call 268-6077 
or e-mail fish.30@osu.edu for rates. 

School Corn,er 
Crestview Middle School's ,: 

opening went well this year, a~d ··· ·~ 
enrollment is up once aga1n, ··· ·~ 

currently at 537 students. Parents . ~ 

are encouraged to get involved in [ 
all areas of their student's l 
education. Join the parent ~ 
organization, Friends of ! 
Crestview, by contacting the l 
school office at 365-60! 4. 



Holidays around the corner-- get into the season(s) with Community Resource Center (CRC) 

Halloween -- PUMPKIN PATCH DAY. Bring 3 canned goods in exchange for a FREE PUMPKIN. Face painting©, 
refreshments, music, and possibly, a bake sale. Sat., Oct. 23, I Oam-2pm, at CRC. 14 W Lakeview. 

Thanksgiving -- A great way to spend part of your Thanksgiving day -- CRC will be assisting Cindy King of Nancy's 
Restaurant who hopes to deliver about 400 homecooked meals to Clintonville residents who might otherwise be unable 
to have a THANKSGIVING MEAL. Wanna help? Needed are: meal deliverers, food donations, and help with post
preparation clean up. Call 268-3539 for more information on helping out or if 

Christmas-- November, yes November, is CRC's prime time for organizing its various December holiday programs. 
Financial donations, gift buyers, and gift givers are needed for the center's ADOPT-a-FAMILY program which provides $40 
worth of gifts (per child) for qualifying Clintonville and Riverview families . -+ Volunteers and donations are also sought for 
the center's "SENIOR GIFT BASKETS" program which provides "nice little extras" to Clintonville seniors. 

Interested volunteers _or recipients of the above programs can call CRC at 268-3539 for more info. 

BEGGARS' NIGHT, Thurs., Oct. 28. Officer Riley would like to remind parents to check their children's candy and to be sure 
their children are wearing reflective clothing . . ~ 
A reminder for theater buffs, ENJOY THEATRE (at the Old North High School on Arcadia) will perform Pocahontas Nov. 5th-
20th, Fridays & Saturdays at 8pm. Tickets are $8!$6. Buy one get, one free for UCAN members. 

GRADUATE PLUS PAINTING AND CARPENTRY 
With the Holidays approaching its a good time to repair those nicks and 

cracks and get rid of those unsightly stains· by brightening up your rooms with 
a fresh coating of paint. Call 470-2234 for a free estimate to hook your 

interior now or to get in line for a our spring exterior painting/decking season. 
•APPLICATION OF ALL TYPES OF PAINTS/STAINS 
• FULL PREPARATION PRIOR TOP AINTING (INCLUDING; WASIDNG, 
SCRAPING/WIRE BRUSHING, PRllvfiNG, CAULKING) . 

• INTERIOR CARPENTRY AND REPAIRS 
•FALL GliDER CLEANING AND GliDER GUARD INSTALLATION 



Sept. Meeting Report: 

Y2K "Aftermath" 
Deborah Countiss, of the Columbus Y2K coalition, spoke 
about Y2K to two dozen UCAN area residents at 
September's UCAN meeting. Countiss urged residents to 
take a common sense approach to preparing for Y2K: 

Suggested "Do's": 
I . Keep enough food, cash, and water reserves for a few 
days. 2. Keep copies of financial records. 3. Keep an eye 
on direct deposit transactions. 4. Keep a 30-60 day 
advance supply of prescriptions. 5. Learn how to manually 
start the furnace, especially newer models. 6. Own a 
manual can opener! 7. Make sure elderly relatives and 
friends have a point of contact. 8. Home hea~h equipment 
users check on equipment Y2K compliance. 9. Keep good 

batte~ie~ in your radio--for tuning in to emergency 
instructions. 

Discouraged "Don'ts": 
Withdraw your life savings from the bank -- it's more likely 
to get stolen than lost in the banking system, esp. if you 
keep financial records; store quantities of gasoline in your 
garage; plan to use gasoline to cook inside your home; and 
buy and use large equipment with which you're unfamiliar, 
such as a generator -- you risk asphyxiating your family or 
possibly even electrocuting utility workers. 

Countiss' added that the Y2K coalition's biggest 
concerns are the problems citizens may create by 
overreacting to Y2K. Countiss reminded residents that the 
US is the most Y2K prepared country in the world, with 
banks in our country being the most prepared entities. 
Countiss pointed to Columbus Dispatch accounts of 

previo~s-disasters such as the blizzard of '78. Rather than 
brandishing guns and hiding in basements, Columbus 
residents helped each other out. Neighbors passed the 
time by playing cards. Stalled truckers on the highways 
passed out their food cargo to stranded motorists. Still, a 

little preparation can go along way, and Countiss likens Y2K 
preparation to carrying a spare tire in your car: you don't 
need fourspare tires in your trunk, but having one can be 
a lifesaver should you need it. 

Other Meeting Topics 
Other issues which were brought up and requested to 
be addressed in future meetings were speed bumps and 
speeding, and increases in crime and current levels of 
police visibility. 

Letwrs to the Editor 

Dear Editor: 
I'd like to remind my neighbors (to whom it 

may apply) that their barking dogs are annoying 
to some people. I would like that my space not be 
intruded upon by the noise of barking dogs ... I'd 
iike my neighbors to help me out by intentionally 
keeping their noise out of my space ... keeping a 
dog quiet during "normal sleeping hours" isn't 
enough. Some of us work at home; some of us 
work at night and sleep during the day. 

There, are devices used for training dogs not to 
bark. There is the option of keeping the dog inside. 
What legal options does someone in my position 
have? 
Thank you, A Quiet Dog Owner 

Dear Quiet: 
One member of our household has chased 

barefoot in freezing midnight temperatures to quiet a 
barking dog, while the other one longs for the return of 
the sound of Big Wheels pedaling down the sidewalks. 
We learned "QUIET" and "NOISY" are not moral 
positions. Tolerance and courtesy helped us meet in the 
middle. Empty earphones or ear plugs can help, as well 
as awareness of others' preferences. That barking dog 
may be giving an assault survivor their life back. 
Communication is key. 

That said, "Quiet", you have a lot of company. 
According to Brian Rothenberg, UCAN's civic action 
representative, there's a local street where every other 
person shares your concern. Quiet and Noisy 
neighbors, send your stories about how you overcame 
your barking dog problem. In the Nov. issue, we will try 
to publish info. on the local law related to dog barking. 
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