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Columbus Public Schools' Plan to Replace the 
Crestview Middle School Building 

The school district is now in the process of formulating a facili
ties plan for updating and modernizing all schools in the district. 
In the case of Crestview Middle School, the district has pro
posed constructing a new building across the street from the 
existing one, on the edge ofWalhalla Ravine. The existing school 
building would be used for a number of years to temporarily 
house students from other schools that are undergoing recon
struction and would be demolished when no longer needed. The 
district has asked the community to provide feedback on their 
plan, but has allotted little time for public input before the plan 
must be submitted to the state to qualify for state funding. This 
situation is thus urgent, and we must all quickly assess how we 
would like to respond. I have made extensive inquiries about 
the process and do not believe that a new school building would 
serve our community well. Instead, I believe that renovating 
the existing building would be a better choice because renova
tion is more likely to result in a quality facility that is both an 
educational and architectural asset to our neighborhood. 

I strongly encourage everyone-with or without children-to 
carefully consider the impact of a new school building on our 
neighborhood. Crestview Middle School is the assigned 
neighborhood school for individuals who live in the UCAN area. 
However, few parents from this area choose to send their 
children there. Families actually move out of our neighborhood 
because of a lack of quality middle school choices. I think we 
would all agree that it would be very desirable for Crestview to 
be an appealing middle school for Clintonville. Good schools 
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are a source of community pride and serve to stabilize 
neighborhoods and attract home buyers. And good schools 
are housed in good school buildings. 

One of the main concerns I have is the extent to which a new 
school building will blend with the historic character of our older 
homes. Although the school district has indicated that 
communities will have input into the design of new buildings, 
the reality is that there are 140+ school buildings, the vast 
majority of which need extensive work. The task of modernizing 
this number of schools is enormous and I believe the district 
will not have the resources or the will to adequately 
accommodate community input. As a case in point, note the 
very limited time period that the district has provided for people 
to respond to their facilities plan. 
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Cooley's Clintonville Commission Report 

May 11 Cleanup 

The following information is applicable throughout the year, but 
in District 1, we've decided to encourage a May 11 cleanup to 
coincide with the efforts on that day in the Glen Echo and 
Walhalla Ravines. Basically, it involves one person taking re
sponsibility for a block and then taking three steps: 1. contact
ing other residents to help; 2. contacting the city at 645-8027 
( www.keepcolumbusbeautiful.org) to get supplies (bags, gloves, 
and any special tools you might need) and arrange for the litter 
pickup. When you call, you'll need to give them your name, 
address, telephone number, the boundaries for your area, and 
the number of volunteers. If they ask for a sponsoring organi
zation, mention UCAN. The city likes consolidated efforts, so 
if you're aware of others on nearby blocks who are organizing 
cleanups, you might coordinate your contact. 

A cleanup is a small step, and with 5-6 people per block, it is not 
more than an hour's task, but it can have a major impact on the 
way an area looks, and on the sense of pride we all feel about 
District 1. As you organize your block, there are several things 
to keep in mind: 

1. the cleanup is limited to the streets and the alleys, and 
you'll need permission from residents if you want to 
volunteer to remove something from their property. 

2. wear gloves, long pants, and long-sleeved shirts as well 
as shoes that fit the area. 

3. decide where on the alley you'll put the trash for the 
pickup, and notify the city when you call-or if the 
amount of litter is small in volume, just indicate you'll 
be putting the trash in existing receptacles so they'll be 
aware of more trash than usual. 

Whetstone Shelter House Renovation 

Based on community response, the Division of Recreation and 
Parks is in the final stages of deciding on a design for our new 
Whetstone Park pond, and they're now starting to solicit opin
ion about how best to do repairs to the area surrounding the 
Shelter House. The asphalt there is cracking and heaving, and 
there is a severe rain water drainage problem from the park 
and the roof of the shelter house. In addition, the current road 
configuration encourages relatively heavy car and light truck 
traffic on the shelter house grounds. 

With $200,000 to renovate the area, Recreation and Parks is 
considering the following: 

1. replacing part of the asphalt with a combination of deco
rative, colored concrete and brick pavers, while increas
ing the amount of grass and planted area. 

2. building a rectangular loop from the north of the shel
ter house that permits deliveries close to the house, 
but that prevents traffic from actually reaching it. 

3. creating eight foundation planting areas immediately 
around the shelter house and developing a drainage 
system, possibly including rain barrels, to water the 
planting areas. 

4. providing better handicapped access. 

5. building a small informational gazebo just east of the 
shelter house. 

6. creating special trench areas to divert the strong flow 
of water from the east toward the shelter house. 

Aesthetically, the sum of all this is "meant to feel like an en
trance to a garden." You'll be seeing more information soon in 
the local newspapers, or at the April4 Clintonville Area Com
mission Meeting. With all the traffic calming activity in Dis
trict 1, the changes to High Street, the activity in our two south 
Clintonville ravines, and the renovations in our Whetstone Park, 
we're now developing a good reason to develop a real sense 
that the city is delivering in very substantial ways on Neighbor
hood Pride. 

Jack Cooley, District 1 Commissioner 

Check Out these Websites 

Personality test. Don't know how valid it is, but it's 
fun. 
http://www.colorgenics.com/intro.html 

Play tricks on your eyes: interactive optical illusions 
from psychology 
http://www. exploratori urn .edu/exhjbits/ 
f exhjbits.html 

Map and addresses of current recycling bin 
locations 
http://www.refuse.ci.columbus.oh.us/recycle/ 
locations.htm 
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Neighborhood Pride Redux 

Most of us recall the City's "Neighborhood Pride" program from 2000. Many had less than pleasant experiences with the Code 
Enforcement aspect of the program. We were one of the first neighborhoods to go through the NP experience, and there have 
been some refinements since them. At its best, NP is more than a Code Enforcement sweep: it's a concentration of city services 
brought to bear on specific issues in a specific neighborhood.Neighborhood Pride is being presented as an ongoing process rather 
than a one-time event. To that end, the City is going to be re-visiting our neighborhood sometime this year. We don't have a 
timetable yet; if possible, we'lllet you know through the newsletter. Most likely, word will come through the weekly neighborhood 
newspapers. We would like your help and suggestions on what services the City should bring to bear on this edition of "Pride." 

- What are the issues and needs that you see in the neighborhood? 
-Alley weeds? 
-Street maintenance? 
- Vehicle speed through the neighborhood and main streets? 
-"No Parking" signs? 
-Are there needs that could be addressed through the City's Health department? 

"Pride" works best with input from the residents on what the City can do for the neighborhood. Please help us by coniing to 
UCAN meetings or sending your suggestions toUCAN, P.O. Box 82474, Columbus, OH 43202 or SKORA@prodigy.net. 

Richard Skora 

Community Calendar 

The Clintonville Area Chamber of Commerce Spring Concert: 
April20, 2002 at the Historic North High School Auditorium. Tickets are $20.00 
6:00PM- Pre-concert Activity: Outdoor Bluegrass Jam. Anyone with a fiddle, banjo, guitar, harmonica, or whatever is 
welcome to participate in this neighborhood jam. 
7:30PM-Concert: Rhonda Vmcent and the Rage, International Bluegrass Music Assn. Entertainer of the year, with Columbus's 
own One Riot One Ranger. www.oneriot.com 

Clintonville-Beechwold Resource Center: 
The Annual CRC Fund Raiser: Enjoy an evening of food, wine and music at Mozart's, Thursday, May 16. For more information 
contact Bill Owens, CRC Director, 268-3539. A great way to help a local organization. 
Senior Breakfast Club: Meets the second Thursday of each month at Clinton Heights Lutheran Church.For information contact 
Bill at 268-3539 at the Clintonville-Beechwold Resource Center. 
Volunteers are needed at the center or in the after school program at the Clinton Elementary Annex. For more information call 
268-3539. 

Clintonville Arts Guild: 
Meets the fourth Monday of each month at 7:15 at the Overbrook Presbyterian Church. For more information contact Pat 
Harsch at 263-9493. Upcoming Topics: 
April22: The annual art critique. 
May 20: (THIRD MONDAY) Guest speaker is Ellen 0' Shaughnessy, coordinator of the Conversations and Coffee Programs 
at the Cultural Arts Center. 

Clintonville Historical Society. 
Meets at Scotty McBean on the third Tuesday, of each month at 7PM. ContactAlgy McBride at 268-6409. Upcoming Topics: 
April 16: Featured speaker will be Fred Shannon, veteran photographer for the Columbus Dispatch. 
May 21: The speaker will be the historian from the Ohio Theater. 
June 18: Featured speaker is Peggy Henry Fleming, who ran a Red Cross Canteen during WWII. 

Barbara Kocab 






